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April 9, 2001

Commission for Environmental Cooperation
393 rue St-Jacques Quest bureau 200
Montreal (Cluebed) Canada H2ZY 1ND

Chnstine Todd Whitman, U S NAAEC Council Member
US Environmental Protection Agency

401 M Strest, 5. WY,

Washington. D 2{460

Dear Coammission:

In conjunction with the signing of the Morth American Free Trade Accord {NAFTA}
Canada, Mexico and the United States becams signatones to the North American
Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAARET). NAAEC Articles 14 and 15
provide a machanism by which “any non-govemmental organization or parson
astablished or residing in the territory of a Party to the Agreement” may make a
“submisgion on enforcement matters "

Please, under the provisions of NAAEG Articles 14 and 15 accept my letter herein as a
formal submissian that the govemment of Canada has and continues to fail in its
obligation as enumerated in Article 2{3) infra.

‘Each Party shall consider prohibiting the expart to the termitonies of the other Parties
of a pesticide or toxic substance whose use is prohibited within the Farty's temitory.
When a Party adopts a measure prohibiting or sewerety restricting the use of a
Peslicide or loxic substance in its temritory, it shall notify the other Parties of the
Meazure, either directly or through an approgriate intemational organization.”

More specifically, Canada has failed to issue a prohibitery andfor injunetive order

halting the export to the Uniled States, iy AAA Packaging, of products containing the

banned hazardous substance “iscbutyl nitrite” reguiated by the Conswmer Froduct

Gafety Act. Title 15 Uniled States Code § 2051-2084. Importation of the barned

ggzardnus product isobutyl nitrite, 15 USC § 2057 et saq,, is prohibited, 15 USC &
B6.

CEC SECRETARIAT
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The aforesaid uniawful export scheme was chronicled on or about January 2001 in a
series of articlas written &y Vancouver Sun Investigative Reporter Rick Quston
(attachad infra).

Insofar as the NAAEC Agraament doas nat allow elactronic submigsions | am
transmitting the same via facsimile as well as through cur respective postal services,

Respectfully yours,



