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Air Quality and Pollutant Releases 
Program 

 
Projects that create an infrastructure allowing 
the three Parties to:  
 

–  exchange information 
–  reach a common vision 
–  work cooperatively on addressing 

environmental issues 
 
Focus on: Capacity-building, Information for 
Decision-making, and the Assessment of 
Emerging Trends. 
 



 

Enhancing North American Air Quality 
Management 

 

– Provide a more complete North American picture of air 
quality and air emissions to support decision-making on 
air quality management 

 

North American Pollutant Release and 
Transfer Register (PRTR) Project 

 

– Integration of North American PRTR data (TRI, NPRI, 
RETC) to improve our understanding of the industrial 
sources and handling of pollutants of common concern 
 



Enhancing North American Air Quality 
Management 

 Current Activities: 
– Compilation of and updates to Mexico’s National    Emissions 

Inventory  
– Comprehensive assessment of North American air emissions 

inventories and monitoring networks (Completed in Dec. 
2008) 

– Update to North American Power Plant Emissions Report 
– North American Strategy for Air Quality                                                                     

Management (June 09). 
–  Comparability/Compatibility 
–  Accessibility 
–  Capacity Building 
– Support for multi-pollutant approach 

 
 



North American PRTR Project 
  

   Current Activities:  
 

– Promote comparability and consistency in reporting, 
data collection and quality assurance 

– Annual Taking Stock report and Taking Stock Online 
– Support Mexico’s development and integration of 

PRTR state and federal programs 
– Stakeholder input via the annual meeting of the North 

American PRTR Consultative Group (general public, 
NGOs, industry, governments, media) 

– Promote international linkages. 



 

Taking Stock 2005 (June 2009) 

- Industrial releases in North 
America to air, land, and water 

- Transfers to recycling or other 
management 

- Analyses by pollutant and 
industry sector 

- Special feature chapter on 
the petroleum industry in NA 

- Raises awareness of health 
and environmental issues 

- Enables collaboration across 
borders and with industry. 



Taking Stock 2005 in numbers 

 
PRTR Program 

 No. of 
Facilities 

Substances  
Listed (Reported) 

Tonnes 
reported 

Canada NPRI 8,773 325 (203) 2,046,368 

US TRI 23,798 650 (512) 3,510,941 
Mexico RETC 2.452 104 (73) 65,232 
North American Total 35,023  5,557,308 



Taking Stock 2005  - Key Findings 

Canada Mexico United States 
Oil and gas 
extraction 

Metal mining Chemicals 
manufacturing 

Primary metals Electric utilities Primary metals 

Wastewater 
treatment 

Electrical equipment  
manufacturing 

Mining 

Top reporting sectors in each country: 



Taking Stock 2005                                          
Key Findings (continued) 

–    5.5 billion kg of toxic pollutants reported, along with 32 
 billion kg of criteria air contaminants. 

–    30 substances accounted for 90% of all releases and 
 transfers; 9 were subject to reporting to all 3 PRTR 
 programs.  

–    Handling of toxic pollutants: 

– Canada: 50% - transfers to recycling;  
– Mexico: 70% releases to air;  
– United States: air releases = 20%; land releases = 20%; 

and transfers to recycling =20%. 

–    Most cross border transfers were to recycling or treatment. 

 



TS 2005 – Feature on the Petroleum Industry                                         
Key Findings 

− 1.5 billion kg, or 25%, of all toxic releases and transfers 
reported by all industry sectors in 2005. 
- 1.36 billion kg was hydrogen sulfide reported only by                

Canadian oil  and gas extraction facilities. 
 

− 3.7 billion kg of criteria air contaminants. 
 

− Hydrogen sulfide – example of the gaps in our    
understanding of industrial pollution resulting from 
differences in reporting requirements.  

 

− Identification of areas to enhance comparability, and to 
prioritize pollutants and actions to reduction pollution. 









 















CEC Air Quality and Pollutant Releases 
Program 

 
Contact: 

 

Orlando Cabrera Rivera 
Program Manager 
 

 

Telephone:  (514) 350-4300 
Fax:    (514) 350-4314 
Email:   ocabrera@cec.org 
www.cec.org  

 

http://www.cec.org/

	Commission for Environmental Cooperation
	Air Quality and Pollutant Releases Program
	Slide Number 3
	Enhancing North American Air Quality Management
	North American PRTR Project�
	Slide Number 6
	Taking Stock 2005 in numbers
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	CEC Air Quality and Pollutant Releases Program

