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Impact of Hurricane Sandy 













Opportunities and Challenges 

• Awareness of vulnerability; growing awareness of 
value of natural and nature based systems for risk 
reduction 

• Local economic imperatives drive response 
• Unclear how much existing mechanisms promote 

greener infrastructure decisions 
• Differing concepts of “resiliency” drive choices 
• Connect immediate responses to existing problems 
• Role of leadership in optimizing greener 

infrastructure 
 



From Obstacles to Opportunities 
Restore America’s Estuaries Report 

• Four major obstacles to use of living 
shorelines/greener approaches: 
– Institutional inertia 
– Lack of a Broader Planning Context 
– Shoreline variability 
– Lack of an advocate 

 
 



Response Strategies 
 

• Education and Outreach 
• Regulatory reform 
• Increase institutional capacity 
• Public agencies as role models 

 
www.estuaries.com 

 

http://www.estuaries.com/
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