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Innovations in Montana Drought Management 

• Weekly analysis of drought conditions across the state 

• Weekly consultation with the U.S. Drought Monitor 

• Development of Regional Drought Indicators Dashboard 

• Development of the Montana Drought Impacts Reporter 

• Currently updating the Montana Drought Management Plan 
        Plan emphasis on the evaluation of drought risk,  
        drought sensitivity and drought adaptation 



Regional Drought Indicators Dashboard 



MT Drought Impact Reporter 

• Report on moisture conditions in your area 
with a simple questionnaire 
• Anyone can submit a report anytime 

 
• Released July 2017 

• Live/ongoing, submit reports as 
conditions change 

• New release April 2020 
 
• 156 responses to date in water year 2020 

 
Submit reports: dnrc.drought.gov 
 

 





Key Features of Impacts Reporter 

• How wet or dry is it? 

• Rate crop/range conditions 

• Planting/harvest status and date 

 
• Drought impacts for 7 sectors: Crop, Livestock, Water Supply 

Habitat, Recreation, Industry, Health, Fire 

• Positive reports (e.g more green, more water than usual) 

• Descriptions and photos 



Contact Information: 
Michael Downey 
mdowney2@mt.gov 
406-444-9748 
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