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Goal:  

• To protect health through reduced exposure 
to toxic substances. 
 

Objectives: 

• Make facilities aware of their use & release 
of substances of health concern 

• Collect data on the use and releases of 25 
priority substances 

• Provide public access to data 

• Stimulate pollution prevention 

What’s ChemTRAC? 



Environmental Reporting and Disclosure 

Bylaw (Municipal Code Chapter 423) 
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First such municipal bylaw in Canada 

Passed in 2008.  

Came into effect January 1, 2010 

Requires annual reporting on 25 toxic substances 

Reported data is available to public  

Applies to about 700 Toronto facilities 



NPRI & ChemTRAC thresholds 
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ChemTRAC Program Elements 

Facilities Reporting 

Public Data Disclosure 

  Pollution Prevention 
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ChemTRAC Cycle 

Mail Out 
reminder 

Technical 
assistance 

Receive 
reports 

Data review 
Data validation 

& audits 

Publish data 

Preparing 
annual report 
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Pollution 

prevention 



Public Data Disclosure 
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ChemTRAC Website  

Where can  
I find the 

ChemTRAC data? 

Annual  

Report 

 

- Interactive Map  

- Data Download 
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Data Disclosure 

• Interactive 

map 

• Downloadable 

data 



Interactive Map 
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Pollution Prevention 

ChemTRAC Pollution 

Prevention initiatives: 
1. Developed more than 10 Pollution 

Prevention guides 

2. Awarded more than 15 grants to business 

association and ENGOs 

3. Organized ChemTRAC business panel 

4. Developed Pollution Prevention program 

for 5 business sectors 

5. Developed an e-learning module 



Most Common Industrial Sectors 

• Autobody Refinishing 

 

• Dry Cleaning 

 

• Food and Beverage 

 

• Funeral Services 

 

• Manufacturing 
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• Metal Processing 

 

• Other Industries 

 

• Power Generation 

 

• Printing and Publishing 

 

• Wood Industries 



Support for Greening 



Partnering with community groups 

Toronto Cancer Prevention Coalition (TCPC) 



Partnerships and Grants  

  – Auto body sector 2017 

52 Auto body facilities participated in the pollution 

prevention program and received individual Pollution 

Prevention plans.  

 
 

• Auto body Pollution prevention program  
• Partnership with the Toronto Region 

Conservation Authority (TRCA) 



Dry Cleaning sector 

• Conventional cleaning 

solvents (toxic) 

– Perc 

– Hydrocarbon 

– Green Earth (D5) 

– Acetaldehyde 

– Ethers 

– N-propyl Bromide 

 

• Best alternative cleaning 

method 

– Wet cleaning 

– CO2 cleaning 
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Using ChemTRAC grants, EDC & TEA launched a campaign to 

generate awareness of the health and environmental impacts of 

conventional dry cleaning solvents and for promoting wet cleaning 

in Toronto 



Location of reporting facilities 
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Number of Reporting Facilities 
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Number of Reporting Facilities 
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Number of Reports by Chemical 
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Number of Reports by Chemical 
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Number of Reports by Chemical 
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ChemTRAC & NPRI data - 2018 
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Top 5 substances – 2018 

Mass & Toxic Equivalent Potential 
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Top 5 substances – 2018 NPRI-CT 

Mass & Toxic Equivalent Potential 
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Lessons learned 

• The guides and calculation tools offered 
online are very important to reduce the 
number of clients’ inquiries by phone or 
email. 

• Reporting Workshops are very useful but 
resource consuming. 

• Reminder letters and emails are effective for 
compliance. 

• Data very sensitive to wrong reports of large 
amounts. 

• Reports need to be reviewed/audited. 
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NPRI & ChemTRAC 

• About 20% of the ChemTRAC facilities 

report to NPRI as well. 

• For some substances, most of the total 

amount is reported by facilities that do not 

report to NPRI (e.g. Mn, Non-hex Cr, 

formaldehyde, perc). 

• The NPRI data is very useful for the 

ChemTRAC data validation processes 
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For more information: 

www.toronto.ca/chemtrac 

 

chemtrac@toronto.ca 

 

416-338-7600 

 

Learn more about ChemTRAC 

http://www.toronto.ca/chemtrac
mailto:chemtrac@toronto.ca
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Questions? 

Thank You! 

Marco A. Belmont 
Toronto Public Health 

277 Victoria St. 7th Floor. 

Toronto M5B 1W2 

marco.belmont@toronto.ca 

+1-416-338-6267 

mailto:marco.belmont@toronto.ca

