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WHY DOES FOOD LOSS AND WASTE MATTER?

Source:  FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations). 2011. 
Global food losses and food waste – extent, causes and prevention. Rome: UN FAO.
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Source: WRI analysis based on FAO. 2011. Global food losses and food waste – extent, 
causes and prevention. Rome: UN FAO. 

FOOD LOSS AND WASTE ACROSS THE FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN
100% = 1.5 quadrillion kcal



Source: WRI analysis based on FAO. 2011. Global food losses and food waste—
extent, causes and prevention. Rome: UN FAO. 

FOOD LOSS AND WASTE ACROSS REGIONS AND SUPPLY CHAIN
(Percent of kcal lost and wasted)

Note: Number may not sum to 100 due to rounding.



TARGET 12.3

By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at 
the retail and consumer levels and reduce food 

losses along production and supply chains, 
including post-harvest losses
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SO WHAT HAS BEEN PROGRESS TO DATE?

Target

Measure

Act



TARGETS SET AMBITION, AMBITION MOTIVATES ACTION



Source:  Lipinski, L., C. O’Connor, C. Hanson (2016). SDG Target 12.3 on Food Loss and Waste: 2016 Progress Report. Champions 12.3



THE CONSUMER GOODS FORUM’S “FOOD WASTE RESOLUTION”

1. Prevent food waste, then maximise its recovery towards the goal of halving food waste 
within our own retail and manufacturing operations by 2025 (versus a 2016 baseline)

2. Contribute to the UN goals by 2030:
• To halve per capita global food waste at the consumer level
• To reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses, 

and maximise the value of the remaining waste



WHAT’S NEEDED NEXT? NOT EXHAUSTIVE

Targets in:

• Latin America and Asia

• Africa (food waste)

• Cities

• Agribusiness companies

Source:  Lipinski, L., C. O’Connor, C. Hanson (2016). SDG Target 12.3 on Food 
Loss and Waste: 2016 Progress Report. Champions 12.3



“WHAT GETS MEASURED GETS MANAGED” 

Photo:   www.cgu.edu



MEASURE



FOOD LOSS & WASTE PROTOCOL

A multi-stakeholder effort to develop a global 
Food Loss and Waste Accounting and Reporting Standard

http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/kiswahili/2012/01/
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/kiswahili/2012/01/


FLW STANDARD LAUNCHED IN JUNE 2016



WHAT TO QUANTIFY?



SCOPE OF AN INVENTORY



HOW TO QUANTIFY?

1. Direct weighing

2. Counting

3. Assessing volume

4. Waste composition analysis

5. Records

6. Diaries

7. Surveys

8. Mass balance

9. Modeling

10. Proxy data



WHAT’S NEEDED NEXT?

• Start quantifying

• Generate more data and make it easier to access

• Clarify scope and indicators of SDG Target 12.3

Source:  Lipinski, L., C. O’Connor, C. Hanson (2016). SDG Target 12.3 on Food 
Loss and Waste: 2016 Progress Report. Champions 12.3



ULTIMATELY WE NEED TO ACT



Source:  Lipinski, L., C. O’Connor, C. Hanson (2016). SDG Target 12.3 on Food 
Loss and Waste: 2016 Progress Report. Champions 12.3



WHAT’S NEEDED NEXT?

• More action, by more entities, across more regions

• Make the “business case”

• Increase investment

• Accelerate capacity building

Source:  Lipinski, L., C. O’Connor, C. Hanson (2016). SDG Target 12.3 on Food 
Loss and Waste: 2016 Progress Report. Champions 12.3
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THANK YOU


