


What is CDC doing to prepare for 

health effects of climate change? 

 CDC helps states and cities prepare for health 

challenges of climate change by 

 Providing scientific guidance 

 Developing decision support tools 

 Ensuring public health concerns are considered in climate 

change adaptation and mitigation strategies 

 Creating partnerships between public health and other sectors 

 

 CDC’s Climate and Health Program – nation’s only 

investment in climate change preparedness for 

public health sector 



Priority Actions for Climate Change:   
Shift the Coping Range 

 



How to Shift a Coping Range? 

• Return to the risk 
equation 
– Reduce hazard probability 

– Reduce hazard exposure 

– Reduce vulnerability 

 

• It is an iterative process 

 

• Requires modeling, 
learning, and adaptive 
management 

 

Assess 

Plan 

Implement 

Monitor 

Evaluate 

Adjust 
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Climate-Ready States and Cities Initiative 

 CDC effort to enhance capacity of state and local 

health agencies to deal with health challenges 

associated with climate change 

 

 CDC accomplishes this by 

 Funding 18 state and local health departments 

 Providing framework and tools for planning, implementing, and 

evaluating climate adaptation strategies 

• Tools to identify populations and places vulnerable to climate 

impacts 

• Materials to help communicate climate and health issues to public 

health partners (e.g., extreme heat toolkit)  





Building Resilience Against Climate Effects 
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Projecting the  
Disease Burden 

 

Assessing 
Public Health 
Interventions 

 

Developing and 
Implementing a 

Climate and Health 
Adaptation Plan 

 

Evaluating  
Impact and  
Improving 
Quality of 
Activities 

Forecasting  
Climate Impacts 
and Assessing  
Vulnerabilities 

BRACE 
Building Resilience 

Against Climate 

Effects 



BRACE Technical Guidance 



APHA Report: Adaptation in Action 

 

cdc.gov/climateandhealth 





CDC, National Center for Environmental Health 

Vulnerable neighborhoods  during heat wave 



The Public Health Response to  

Climate Change 

Track diseases and 
trends related to 
climate change 

Credible resource 
on health 

consequences of 
climate change 

Heat wave and 
severe storm 

response plans 

Public health 
workforce 

prepared to 
respond 

Investigate 
infectious water-, 
food-, and vector-

borne disease 
outbreaks 

Partnerships with 
private sector, civic 
groups, NGOs, faith 

community, etc. 

Study and predict links 
between climate change and 

health 


