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A short summary of me



Summary of the Rio Yaqui case

• Tribu Yaqui v. Mexico, CIDH, Washington D.C.
• The case pursued a claim for loss of land, water, culture, life, liberty 

and security and to be free from discrimination based on Yaqui 
identity, Yaqui customary law, and socio-economic status.

• The case addressed, identified, and interwove: 
(a) the political conflicts over Yaqui land, water, and natural resources 

development with 
(b) (b) on going cartel violence, environmental devastation, toxicology, 

air and water pollution, high Yaqui infant mortality, and the denial 
of basic services.



Politics, conflicts, land, water, environment, 
public health, public safety: layered
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Friendly Settlement and the Rio Yaqui case
• “FS” is resolution mechanism to an on going case.  IACHR oversees and 

implements the terms.  
• This is a settlement claim for loss of Yaqui land, water, culture, life, liberty 

and security, and to be free from discrimination based on Yaqui identity 
and socio-economic status.

• It has been a rolling, complicated, case with big ups and downs: 
(a) the political conflicts over Yaqui land, water, and natural resources 

development (Aquaducto Independencia, Gasoducto IENOVA); 
(b) The on going cartel violence, environmental devastation, toxicology, air 

and water pollution, high Yaqui infant mortality, and the denial of basic 
services.



Mexico commits to a “New Deal”: reparations 
and restitution via the Yaqui Justice Plan
• 5,200 square kilometers are put into trust with Yaqui title;
• Delivery of the Yaqui canal (aqueduct);
• Infrastructure to include a hospital, schools, and a university;
• Financial and technical support for Yaqui enterprises (i.e. farming);
• Specific capital dollars that target water delivery;
• Recognition of the Rio Yaqui basin as a binational basin;
• Recognition of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe as a beneficiary (signatory);
• Recognition of Yaqui reserved rights to the Yaqui territory (shared not 

given).
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The Rio Yaqui Basin and the Yaqui 
indigenous peoples (U.S. – Mexico)

Eight Yaqui Pueblos in the Yaqui Delta













https ://youtu.be/zi6IrN9nGvU

https://youtu.be/zi6IrN9nGvU




Rio Yaqui: no water   no river
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