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At the 2012 Council Session, the Council adopted a
revised set of Guidelines for Submissions on Enforcement
Matters under Articles 14 and 15 of the North American
Agreement on Environmental Cooperation, in order to
improve timeliness, clarity, transparency and
accessibility of the SEM Process.

In order to build on the momentum on the efforts to
modernize the SEM Process, the Council also directed
Party officials to work with the Secretariat and the Joint
Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) in order to develop a
™ SEM Online Portal to be operational by 2013.
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The SEM Online Portal was developed by the
Submissions on Enforcement Matters Unit of the
Secretariat of the Commission for Environmental

Cooperation, under the supervision of the Parties
represented in the Task Force.

In developing the SEM Online Portal, the Secretariat
and the Task Force benefitted from the valuable input
received from JPAC and the views of the public, as
gathered through a Submitters’ Questionnaire.
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The SEM Online Portal is intended to:

v’ Provide members of the public with a new and user-
friendly option to file submissions;

v’ Provide an electronic template to walk submitters
through the submission requirements and provisions
under the North American Agreement on
Environmental Cooperation and the Guidelines;

v' Make the SEM Process easier to navigate and more
widely accessible;

v" Increase the chances that a submission would be
viable and comply with the requirements under the
Agreement and the Guidelines.
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Accordingly, the Task Force is presenting Council and the
public of North America with the SEM Online Portal, which
provides a valuable resource by, among other features:

v Concentrating all the relevant resources in one place,
including the Guidelines and the Agreement;

v Allowing the submitter to upload any supporting
documents, facilitating the transfer of required
information to the SEM unit;

v Allowing multiple submitters to collaborate online in
drafting their submission.
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THE SUBMISSIONS ON ENFORCEMENT MATTERS PROCESS

Submission filed with Secretariat

Secretariat determination: meets basic criteria?
Within 30 working days

Meets basic criteria? = .

Secretariat determination: merits Party response?
Within 30 working days

Party responds
Normally within 30 working days

SEM Online Portal
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CEC UPDATE

Three Imperatives to Create
the Future of Green Bullding

CEC Secretariat meets with
community to bring the facts
to light arcund water guality In
the reglon of Lake Chapala,
Mexico

NAPECA Community
Grants

5. Health, Education, Natural
Resources and Soclal
Organization: "SERQ" Risks
for Indigenous Communities
In Reglons at Risk Due to
Conflicts

North American
Environmental Atlas

Events  Publications

Contact

PHE@wi

Google™ Custom Search P,l

COMMISSION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION

THREE COUNTRIES. ONE ENVIRONMENT.

Our Work

New, user-friendly Online Portal
for Submissions on Enforcement Matters launched |

Join environment ministers of
Canada, Mexico and the United
States for a town hall on
transportation and the
environment

wWhat will It take to bring
sustalnabllity In the auto sector to
the next level?

Public roundtable to focus on
greening Morth American supply
chains and urban transportation
challenges

Submisslons on
Enforcement Matters

publications

An Assessment of Primary and
Secondary Mercury Supplles in
Mexico

A synthesis report on mercury In
fish tissue from Mexico

Morth American Reglonal Action
Plan for Mercury Close-out Report

Tools and Data

Big Bend-Rio Bravo

MNews and Resources

CEC Weblnar: Explering Morth
American Industrial Pollution Data
through Taking Stock Online

Subscribe to updates

Your emaill address:

events

workshop on Information and
Intelligence Sharing on the Trafflc
of Protected Marine Specles

06/25/13 - 06/27/13

Sound Management of Chemicals
working Group meeting

06/26/13 - 06/27/13

Twentleth Regular Sesslon of the
CEC Councll and Meeting of the
Joint Public Advisory Commlttee

07/10/13 - 07/11/13




586 CEC SEM Submission Partal

L] | [ 3 | + I-é_ & : Q-..:.{'A:-uglq'
&3 [T B8 Scarch resu..ia Commons  Bienvenus ¢ . Quadriscan  transfert  TERMIUM Plus®  Imprimerie Empreinte  M.OUDUSE, Project - Login  CEC owa  Apple

Commission for Environmental ... CEC SEM Submission Portal f

Homa | Help

COMMISSION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION

THREE COUMTEIES, OME ENVIROHMENT,

SUBMISSIONS ON ENFORCEMENT MATTERS

Welcome to the Submissions on Enforcement Matters Portal

This portal has been established to assist non-governmental organizations or persons established or residing in Canada, Mexico and
the United States (the Parties to the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation) with preparing and filing
Submissions on Enforcement Matters (SEM) to the Secretariat of the Commission fior Envirgnmental Cooperation (CEC). The SEM
process is provided for under Articles 14 and 15 of the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC).

* A submission must meet the admissibility requirements set out in NAREC Article 14, and include a documented assertion that
a Party is failing to effectively enforce its environmental law. The SEM process is a fact-finding, non-adversarial procedure.

« The SEM process is designed to promote information-sharing in order to allow members of the public to draw their own
conclusions regarding the effective enforcement of environmental kaw,

« The SEM process is not & dispute resolution mechanism nor can it result in a Party being required to take specfic remedial
action.

The CEC Coundil recognizes the value of early dialogue between the public and a Party on issues of concern regarding the effective
enforcernent of that Party's environmental law; in particular, before a submission is filed. Therefore, each Party has designated a
primary point-of-contact through which members of the public may communicate envirenmental enforcement concerns, Up-to-date
Party contact information may be obtained from the Secretariat.

Persons and non-governmental organizations who are considering filing a submission and who have guestions on navigating the SEM
prociess ang encouraged to review the following documents and to contact the Secretariat for information:
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The use of this portal is not a requirement to file a SEM submission. Persons and non-governmental organizations may file a prepared submission with
the Secretariat electronically at SEMScec org or by mailing & hard copy of the submission to the following address. Before fling such a submission, you
may wish to review this ghecklist to help ensure the submission addresses the NAAEC Article 14 requirements.

New Usar? Already a registered user?
Create your profile to prepare, save and file a submission. Log in to prepare a submission or work on a saved submission.
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= Click the "Save and Close™ button to save your changes.

Section I - Article 14(1) Basic Criteria @

The Secretariat may only consider a submission on enforcement matters if that submission meets the criteria set forth in Article 14(1) of the
Agreement. Failure to provide information demonstrating that the submission meets the following criteria could result in the Secretariat terminating
the submission.

1. The Submitter

2. The Party concerned

3. Environmental law

The Secretariat may only consider a submission on enforcement matters if the submission asserts that a Party is failing to effectively enforce
its envirenmental law.

For purposes of determining if a submission meets this criteria, the term "environmental law"” is defined in Article 45(2} of the Agreement and
must be considered in its entirety.

The Submitter must identify the applicable statute or regulation, or provision thereof, as defined in Article 45(2) of the Agreement.

Identify the environmental law or laws at issue in the space below. Failure to provide information demonstrating that the submission meets
this criterion could result in the Secretariat terminating the submission

You may add documentary evidence to support the above information. These documents do not count toward the 15 page submission limit.

Add Document

[ I have read the explanation

Save & Close || Cancel & Close

4. Statement of the facts
5. Promotion of enforcement

6. Communication with the relevant authorities




Visit the SEM Online Portal today

http://cec.org/submissions
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