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North American Pollutant Releases 

and Transfer Register (PRTR) Project 



Pollutant releases to air, water, and land and 
transfers of toxic substances to disposal, 
treatment, energy recovery and recycling 
facilities 
 

 compiled into an annual register  

What is a PRTR? 



• Increase our understanding of the sources and 
handling of pollutants of common concern across 
North America 

• Promote public access to information  
• Improve the comparability of PRTRs in North 

America  
• Promote the use of PRTR data for priority-setting 

and decision-making in order to protect shared 
ecosystems, reduce pollution, and improve the 
management of toxic substances 

CEC’s North American PRTR Project: Objectives 



 Integrated North American PRTR dataset  

–Annual Taking Stock report, with analyses and 
comparisons of PRTR data from the three 
countries 

–Enhanced data access via Taking Stock Online 
featuring analytical tools 

 
North American PRTR Project: Activities 
 



Taking Stock Report and Website 







    28,504 facilities reported a total of 539 pollutants (or 
groups of pollutants), for a total of 5.7 billion kg. 
 
 

 

 
 

     PRTR Program 

 
 

Number of Facilities 
Reporting 

Substances 
Reported 

 
Total, excluding 
CAC and GHG 

(kg) 
 

 
  Canada NPRI 

 

 
3,192  

(total of 8,860, incl. CAC*) 

 
194 

 
2,165,320,683 

 
US TRI 

 

 
23,449 

 
491 

 
3,518,657,632 

 
  Mexico RETC 

 

 
1,863 

 (total of 2,736, incl. GHG*) 

 
69 

 
27,969,765 

 
  North  

     American Total 

 
28,504  

(total of 35,045, incl. CAC 
and GHG reporting) 

 

 
539 (44 pollutants 

common to the three 
countries) 

  
5,711,948,081 

 

Highlights of Taking Stock 2006 



• Over 228 million kg reported by NA facilities 

• Public wastewater treatment plants reported 44% of the 
total, but most of these data are from Canada 

• The public wastewater treatment sector is exempt from US 
TRI reporting; and few facilities in this sector reported to 
Mexico’s RETC  

• Nitrate compounds and ammonia (90% of Canadian and US 
releases to water) are exempt from Mexico’s RETC. These 
pollutants play a key role in aquatic “dead zones” found 
across North America 

• Facilities releasing pollutants (e.g., heavy metals) can be 
found in 2 important cross-border river systems: the Rio 
Grande and Columbia River watersheds 

 

Key Findings: Releases to Water 











Pollutant Transfers within North America 







Google Earth Tour 



CEC North American PRTR Project 
 For more information 

 
Orlando Cabrera Rivera 
Program Manager, 
Air Quality/PRTR 
 
Telephone: (514) 350-4300 
Fax: (514) 350-4314 
Email: ocabrera@cec.org 
www.cec.org/takingstock 
 
 
 
 

Three countries. One environment. 

http://www.cec.org/takingstock
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