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Conflict with Marine Plans 

• North Island Straits Coastal Plan (December 
2002) identifies management objectives: 
– Clio Channel: conservation & recreation 

– Potential for finfish aquaculture on Minstrel Is. 

• North Vancouver Island Marine Plan of the 
Marine Planning Partnership (completed 
2015) 
– Clio Channel:  “special management zone”, 

shellfish aquaculture and First Nations interests 

 



 

Total Ocean Sector Revenues & Expenditures (2005) 



2013: Value of non-extractive marine 
recreation in this study area 

$12-15 M  GDP 
$8-10 M local wages 
216-282 person-years of 
employment 



Aquaculture operations that remove risk 
and eliminate user conflicts 

Land Based Closed Containment 



Global Trends 

• Canada has fallen behind: Norway tightening regulation and 
restricting growth in open-net pen Atlantic salmon farming due to 
environmental impacts, while encouraging innovation in RAS 
 

• Export opportunities are growing: Significant economic 
development opportunity in aquaculture, with demand for 
aquaculture products projected to increase world-wide well into 
the future. 
 

• Research and development opportunities are growing: Norway 
and other European countries have increased research funding to 
accelerate the development of LBCC systems, developed incentive 
programs to support new “green licenses” technologies and provide 
financing for LBCC systems, increasing the feasibility and investment 
in commercial-scale LBCC facilities 
 



Benefits to Communities 

• LBCC can be located in any community with 
reasonable transportation facilities, lower 
costs for land acquisition 

• RAS technology ensures no impact on marine 
environment 

• Skilled labour and spin-off jobs mean more 
employment in local communities 

• Economic benefits of clean ocean economies 
are not compromised 
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