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Land acknowledgment

The City of Vancouver is located in the unceded and 
ancestral homelands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Sḵwx ̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) 
Nations who have lived on and stewarded these lands 
and waters since time immemorial.

These lands continue to be occupied by settlers, and 
Indigenous peoples face ongoing dispossession and 
colonial violence.

A Climate Justice Charter for Vancouver
Feb 15 2023
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Every fraction of a degree matters
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Climate Emergency Action Plan
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Carbon Mitigation
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PATHWAY NET BIOSEQUESTRATION
tCO2e/year

Street + Private Trees 13,147

Forest + Park Trees 2,068

Urban Areas 371

Wetland 228

Grassland 4

TOTAL 15,819
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Current baseline inside city



VANCOUVER

Proposed addition to baseline*: 

5,000 
tCO2/yr by 2050

* 15,819 tCO2e/yr baseline

REGIONAL APPROACH 

Report back in

2024
with a proposed target for outside of 
Vancouver
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Vancouver target: 250,000 tCO2/yr by 2050
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Natural Climate Solutions (NCS) - Benefits



Neighbourhood
temperatures
during 2021 heat

dome by income
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Climate impacts + equity



AdaptationMitigation

Equity

Natural Climate Solutions (NCS)
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Principles of Natural Areas 

1
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Environmental Land Use Plan



• Update tree bylaw

• Flexible land use planning

• Catalyze business action on NCS
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Retain and enhance NCS on Private Land



Enhance NCS on public land

• Update Urban Forest Strategy 

• Amplify the Naturally Managed Areas program (re-
wilding)

• Trees in equity zones, school hot blocks

• Supporting actions: dedicated funding, soil 
guidelines, natural asset inventory
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Inside city pilot projects | 2022-2025
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THANK YOU



Vancouver’s 
Carbon 

Pollution

2%
electricity

3%
waste

Community-wide 
emissions, 2021

(GPC Basic, Scopes 1 and 2)



City Tools

INVESTMENT
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