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Canada

Dear Mr. Ocana:

RE:  Draft North American Regional Action Plan on Mercury

As a participant in the October 1998 Science Experts Workshop on Mercury, I am taking the
opportunity to comment on the draft North American Regional Action Plan (NARAP) on
Mercury.   The draft resolution to “undertake actions aimed at reducing mercury releases from
human activities with the goal of approaching naturally occurring levels in North America”
represents a commendable goal, and ultimately should go beyond North America and be
embraced as a global goal.

To achieve this goal, the draft indicates that the “North American Working Group on the Sound
Management of Chemicals will ensure the recommended control technologies also promote
significant reductions of a range of other pollutants, such as organics, acid gases and
particulates.”  The NARAP should go beyond this statement.  It should actively promote projects
demonstrating those technologies that can control mercury as well as achieve significant
reductions of other pollutants.  Candidate technologies for coal-fired power plants have been
investigated at the pilot level and are now awaiting larger scale demonstration.  NARAP’s
encouragement of demonstration projects could facilitate timely deployment of the technologies.

NARAP recommends the adoption of an annual mercury release reporting threshold of 10
pounds/5 kilograms for facilities that manufacture, process, use, release or otherwise manage
mercury.  This information should be helpful in achieving more accurate inventories of the
amounts of mercury processed and released in North America.  PSE&G supports reporting of
mercury emissions, and has filed comments in support of USEPA’s proposal to lower TRI
reporting thresholds for mercury.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this draft.

Sincerely,

B. K. Jensen
(signature)
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