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In principle, NAFTA liberdization could have either a positive, negetive, or negligible
environmental impact on a particular sector, depending on the pre- and post-NAFTA leve of
tariffs and other non-tariff factorsinfluencing the sector. For example, NAFTA-induced
imports of fisheries products could relieve environmenta pressuresif they subgtitute for
production of an overfished species, while NAFTA-induced exports of an aready overfished
species could increase pressure on the fishery.

In this sudy, we andlyze data rlevant to fishery catches in North America, including
production, prices, and tariffs (pre- and post-NAFTA). We andyze the extent to which: (1)
NAFTA liberdization was significant for fish products (many important products were aready
duty-free or nearly so preNAFTA), (2) actua or potentia changes in trade flows could have
taken place in away reflecting changes in incentives under NAFTA, and (3) sgnificant NAFTA
effects coincide with fisheries that show empirica characteristics consstent with non-sustainable
use. A st of fisheries with Smultaneous evidence of non-sustainable use, links to significant
tariff liberdization, and sgnificant actua or potentid trade flows relative to production will be
identified for closer andlyss,

Catch levelsin many North American fisheries exceed the level conggtent with long-run
sustainability, and faling fish stocks have been a cause of concern. However, NAFTA-related
changesin trade policies are unlikdly to have sgnificantly influenced the sustainability of North
American fisheries. Mogt tariffs were aready at or near zero prior to NAFTA. For products
with significant pre-NAFTA tariffs (mainly in Mexico), the associated trade flows are typicaly
not large relative to catch levels.  Trade flows with the world as awhole are significant relative
to catch levels in Canada and the United States, though not in Mexico. Conclusions about the
relationship of trade to region- and species-specific fish stocks are complicated by dataissues.



