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Maize and Biodiversity Symposium: The Effects of 

Transgenic Maize in Mexico 
 

Hotel Victoria 
Lomas del Fortin 1, Oaxaca, Mexico 68070 

 
 

Agenda  
 
 
Wednesday, 10 March 2004 
 
17:00 – 20:00 Early registration (location to be confirmed) 
 
 
 
Thursday, 11 March 2004 Symposium (Salón Mitla I and II) 
 
 
8:00 – 8:30  Registration  
 
8:30 – 9:00  Opening of the meeting 

Introduction, William Kennedy, CEC Executive Director [10 min]  
   Public process, Donna Tingley, JPAC Chair [5 min] 
   Government officials [5 min]  
 
   Question and answer period [10 minutes] 
     
9:00 – 9:25   Advisory Group introduction  

José Sarukhán, Chair of Advisory Group, Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México (UNAM) [10 min] 
 
Question and answer period [15 minutes] 
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9:25 – 10:45  Session 1: Maize and Transgenic Maize in Mexico  

Background on wild and cultivated maize in Mexico 
Antonio Turrent, Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Forestales, 
Agricolas y Pecuaries (INIFAP) [13 minutes] 

 
A framework to assess potential benefits and risks  
Mauricio Bellon, Centro Internacional de Mejoramiento de Maíz y Trigo  
(Cimmyt) [13 minutes]  
 
Identified potential benefits and risks  
Paul Thompson, Michigan State University [13 minutes]  
 
Question and answer period [50 minutes] 

 
10:45 – 11:00 Shade coffee break  
 
11:00 – 12:30 Session 2: Assessment of Effects of Transgenic Maize in Mexico  

Effects on genetic diversity 
Julien Berthaud, Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD) and 
Paul Gepts, University of California, Davis  
 [13 minutes] 
 
Effects on natural ecosystems 
Lillian LaReesa Wolfenbarger, University of Nebraska, Omaha  
[13 minutes] 
 
Effects on agriculture 
Major Goodman, North Carolina State University [13 minutes]  
 
Question and answer period [50 minutes] 

 
12:30 – 12:40 Leg stretching  
 
12:40 – 14:00 Session 3: Assessment of Effects of Transgenic Maize in Mexico 

(cont.) 

Effects on social and cultural values  
Stephen Brush, University of California, Davis  
Michelle Chauvet, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana  (UAM) [15 
minutes] 
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Effects on human health [15 minutes] 
Hector Bourges, UNAM 
Samuel Lehrer, Tulane University Medical Center  
 
Question and answer period [50 minutes] 
 

14:00 – 16:00 Lunch 
 
16:00 – 17:30 Session 4: Tools and Options to Manage Potential Risks and 

Benefits 

Communication with and particip ation of communities in the process 
Jorge Larson, Comisión Nacional para el Conocimiento y Uso de la 
Biodiversidad (Conabio)  
Michelle Chauvet, UAM [15 minutes] 
  
Identification and analysis of management tools and options  
Reynaldo Ariel Alvarez-Morales, Centro de Investigación y de Estudios 
Avanzados del I.P.N.  (Cinvestav) 
John Komen, International Service for National Agricultural Research 
(ISNAR) [15 minutes] 

 
Question and answer period [60 minutes] 

 
17:30 – 17:40 Leg stretching  
 
17:40 – 18:00 Session 5: Looking Forward and Conclusion 

Next steps 
José Sarukhán, UNAM, and Chantal Line Carpentier, CEC 

 
18:00 – 19:00 Tasting—maize tostadas (from different varieties of traditional 

maize)  
 


