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Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) of North America

Engaging Indigenous Communities in the Work of the CEC:
Regular Session of the Joint Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) 07-03

25-26 September 2007

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Summary Record!

The Joint Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) of the Commission for Environmental
Cooperation (CEC) of North America held its third regular session on 25-26 September 2007,
the purpose of which was to seek feedback from indigenous people on how to better engage their
communities in the work of the CEC.

This Summary Record provides a brief overview of the main presentations and outlines any
major decisions and recommendations. (See Annex A for the agenda, Annex B for the list of
participants, and Annex C for copies of the panel presentations.)

Previous summary records, advice from JPAC to Council and other JPAC-related documents
may be obtained from the JPAC liaison officer or through the CEC’s website at
<http://www.cec.org>.

25 SEPTEMBER 2007
NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES, POLLUTANTS AND HEALTH:
SHARING EXPERIENCES FROM PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION TO RESOLUTION

Welcome and Opening Remarks by Irene Henriques, JPAC Chair

The meeting opened with a prayer by Elder Carl Byrd. The JPAC Chair, Irene Henriques,
described the structure and function of JPAC and then introduced Stuart Wuttke, Director of
Environmental Stewardship for the Assembly of First Nations, who would be facilitating this
portion of the meeting. Mr. Wuttke thanked the CEC for providing a forum for indigenous
groups to come together. Sharing information and hearing from scientific experts help to identify
problems, disseminate best practices, and reduce overlap in research efforts, but he cautioned the
CEC to be mindful of the issues presented by the diversity of languages and cultures in the
various North American indigenous communities.

Orlando Cabrera, Program Manager, CEC PRTR and Air Quality Programs
Mr. Cabrera explained that the North American Pollutant Release and Transfer Register
assembles data collected independently by each nation on contaminated areas and the sources of

! Disclaimer: Although this summary was prepared with care, readers should be advised that while JPAC members
have approved it, it has not been reviewed nor approved by the interveners and therefore may not accurately reflect
their statements.
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pollution. He then gave a brief history of public information on pollutant releases, which began
with Bhopal tragedy in 1985, and noted that the PRTR program has evolved with time by
altering the list of substances of concern. The information it provides promotes communities’
right-to-know, increases their awareness of chemical hazards, and informs the decision-making
process on pollution prevention and response initiatives. Recent efforts have focused on
broadening its outreach to make the data more accessible to the general public. Every year, the
CEC publishes the Taking Stock report, which provides data that has been standardized across
the three countries. The year 2006 was the first in which Mexican data were included.

Patricia Hoes, Representative, CEC SMOC Working Group

Ms. Hoes began with a discussion of the chemical industry and its economic importance in all
three North American countries. Chemicals improve our lives in many ways, but they also pose a
serious health risk, which is why their sound management is a top priority. This is an
international industry, however, so we should try to standardize management policies across
countries to prevent companies from relocating to the area with the least regulation.

We need better management schemes for new chemicals, including methods of identification,
assessment, management, and evaluation. We will achieve greater progress if the three countries
work together to achieve their shared goals. The CEC can serve as a vehicle for this cooperation,
although efforts have so far been plagued by a chronic lack of resources.

Ms. Hoes then gave an overview of the Sound Management of Chemicals (SMOC) program,
founded in 1995 by the Council to address human health and environment problems posed by
substances of mutual concern. A large part of the SMOC program has been the North American
Regional Action Plans (NARAPSs), which examine chemicals one at a time. Over the last 10
years, the CEC has made a lot of progress on chlordane, DDT, and PCBs, and current work
continues on mercury, dioxins/furans, and lindane. Looking at individual substances on a case-
by-case basis has proven to be very slow, however, so the CEC is working on a new approach
that can evaluate entire sectors or groups of chemicals at once.

The way forward should involve further collaboration among the three nations, as well as
increased engagement of stockholders and the spread of best practices. Ms. Hoes also noted that
each of the three countries is also involved with other international initiatives related to the safe
management of hazardous chemicals such as the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM) and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). She
concluded her speech by noting that the next SMOC meeting will take place in an indigenous
community in order to increase indigenous engagement in the program.

Orlando Cabrera, Program Manager, CEC PRTR and Air Quality Programs

The NARAP’s main priority is the management of particularly persistent chemicals because
these substances can travel great distances without losing their toxicity. The NARAPs focus on
understanding their impacts, building capacity for their measurement, and reducing or
eliminating their associated risks. The data are collected independently by the three nations, but a
new program is working to ensure the commensurability and compatibility of information to
facilitate communication among the scientific community and to provide policy makers with
properly validated scientific advice. This can be difficult to do because it occasionally involves
measuring chemical concentrations in a single biological species, so we must find species that

Final version 2



are present in contaminated areas in all three countries (examples are samples taken from tissues
of certain species of fish, seagull eggs, bivalves).

Mr. Cabrera identified lindane as a chemical of particular concern in all three countries and
mentioned that dietary assessment tools like Lifeline could prove incredibly useful in assessing
its impacts on indigenous communities. We should also work on promoting transparency,
engaging stakeholders, and emphasizing capacity building.

Question and answer period
Important concerns raised:

e The CEC should develop a program to validate Mexico’s methods of monitoring
chemical substances, which have improved a lot, but which nonetheless lag far behind
those used in Canada and the United States. Another member of the public recommended
that the CEC create a trinational standard on chemical management for all three
countries.

e FEurope has a much more precautionary chemical management regime than the one in
North America, so we should try to follow their example.

e Indigenous groups often face lengthy delays in the NARAP system and there is little
opportunity for their voice to be heard.

e The CEC has made great strides on chemical management, but there has been lack of
attention to domestic and other non-corporate sources of contamination. We should
increase education for adults and children alike to increase awareness and accountability.

e Ms. Hoes mentioned that children are the most susceptible to the effects of pollution, so
their exposure to environmental contaminants is of primary concern.

Mindahi Bastida, President, Mexican Council for Sustainable Development; Coordinator,
Otomi Regional Council for Alto Lerma

Mr. Bastida began by stressing the importance of indigenous involvement in all the CEC’s
programs and pointed to the success of the Mexican government’s lindane management program
as an example of what can be achieved with indigenous input.

He then spoke about the Intercultural University of the State of Mexico, which promotes
capacity building by providing scientific education to indigenous students in their native
languages. The university emphasizes the compensatory, multicultural, and intercultural
dimensions of education, helping students to see the world as being made of individuals as well
as groups, all of whom exist in a spirit of equality. The division of sustainability supports
projects in sustainable development, seeking community input and tailoring its solutions to each
region’s unique natural and cultural makeup. Indigenous communities have suffered much
environmental damage, so the primary goal is to restore natural resources like soil and water that
form the basis for their way of life.

He concluded his speech by pointing out a number of social issues that plague indigenous
communities, most of which are the result of soil erosion. Where indigenous people can no
longer work the land, for example, there is a high level of emigration among working-age males,
and because the soil can no longer support the plants necessary for a traditional diet, many
indigenous people turn to unhealthy, store-bought foods.

Jeannette Arriola, President of the Board, Mazahua Region

Final version 3



Ms. Arriola emphasized the need to reorient our entire conception of sustainability with the help
of indigenous wisdom. She described how comprehensive sustainable development projects in
the Mazahua region and in San Felipe del Progreso were achieved with heavy community input
that helped build local solutions from the ground up. Projects ranged from the conservation of
soil, water, and forests to public health initiatives aimed at improving eating habits. Successful
projects should aim to promote human wellbeing, economic development, and environmental
preservation by integrating indigenous communities, women, various levels of government,
academia, industry, and civil society.

Rosemary Hall, Environmental scientist

Lifeline is a risk assessment tool for measuring risk and exposure to toxic chemicals, but it does
not adequately accommaodate the indigenous lifestyle. The Lifeline model relies on assumptions
on diet, occupation, and housing patterns culled from survey data, but these data do not include
all indigenous tribes and they fail to account for changing activity patterns, both across seasons
and through time. The new Tribal Lifeline Project provides a more accurate assessment of
indigenous exposure by incorporating information about traditional therapies, a combined diet of
indigenous and commercial foods, and dietary and behavioral changes due to local seasonality.
This tool will be free and available to the public.

Annie Chaisson, Representative, Lifeline Group

Software like dietary record generators and customized dietary assessments allow users to take
localized dietary information and convert it into a format usable in state-of-the-art risk
assessment programs. She spoke about Lifeline Customary Dietary Assessment Software, which
has recently been updated to include the capacity for dietary files specific to local populations,
cultural blending and mixed diets, and aspects of seasonal mobility. This tool has been used to
create databases for several groups in Alaska, and the CEC plans to use them in Mexico,
particularly with reference to the study and management of lindane.

Roy Kwiatkowski, Director, Environmental Research Division of the First Nations and
Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada

Indigenous people want to be involved in the scientific aspects of risk management. Providing
them with the expertise and resources necessary to participate in research, or even to do their
own, encourages capacity building. This is the aim of initiatives like the Health Canada First
Nations Environmental Contaminants Program, which provides the necessary financial backing
for indigenous communities to carry out research that is relevant to their locality or way of life.
Another program with similar aims sets up annual food workshops, which assemble
representatives from up to 80 communities to discuss food contamination and issues of nutrition
and health.

We also need to address the problem of risk transfer, the process by which the presence of toxic
chemicals disrupts the traditional lifestyle, leading to behavior that is dangerous for other
reasons. When fear of mercury contamination causes people to stop eating fish, for example,
they may turn to nutritionally unhealthy, store-bought food, which increases rates of obesity and
diabetes. Mr. Kwiatkowski’s organization publishes electronic resources on subjects like risk
assessment and environmental impact assessment that can help solve these and other problems.
The organization also provides training courses so that individuals and companies can learn to
use these tools.
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Dean Jacobs, Director, Natural Heritage Center, Walpole Island First Nation

Mr. Jacobs described a number of cases where indigenous communities on Walpole Island dealt
with possible sources of contamination, rallying support from other groups to petition the
government for assistance or working with companies to minimize impact. He explained that
indigenous voices are often ignored, which results in a distrustful attitude toward western
scientific experts and government officials. Only by seeking community input can the
government forge the bond of trust and support necessary for a truly collaborative solution.

In addition, traditional knowledge often provides a unique perspective on the practice of
conservation. A Canadian law passed in 2002 makes it a duty for the government to consult and
accommodate indigenous groups in environmental projects. So far, however, officials have only
paid lip service to traditional knowledge. Some communities are building their own knowledge
base because they don’t trust the government to do it properly. They compile data on plant and
animal species as well as on ecosystem functioning. Mr. Jacobs also discussed the environmental
challenges of invasive species, human population growth, degradation of soil and water quality,
loss of indigenous language and culture, and the lack of respect for indigenous rights.

Henry Lickers, Director, Environmental Division, Mohawk Council

Mr. Lickers talked about the Great Way of Peace, an approach to communication and problem-
solving that is based on mutual respect and equality. For example, scientists should respect
traditional knowledge because it was developed through the same process of observation and
verification upheld by western science. Occasionally, governments attempt to solve problems
with expensive, large-scale projects, but if they don’t take the time to engage the community,
their projects are often ineffective and could even make things worse.

He also spoke of the insidious effects of contaminants beyond their danger for individual people;
by forcing changes in diet and behavior, they undermine the traditional way of life for entire
communities, forcing people to give up many important activities and contributing to the
dissolution of the indigenous culture. For example, many fisherman gave up fishing because they
wanted to avoid feeding contaminated fish to their families; not only did this put an end to a
traditional activity, but it cost the families their major source of protein, which could leave them
with an incomplete diet or cause them to turn to less nutritious, store-bought foods.

Ronald Plain, Founder, Aamjiwnaang Environment Committee

By alluding to case studies at Aamjiwnaang and Ketegaunseebee, two of the most polluted sites
in the Canada-US border region, Mr. Plain illustrated that programs like PRTR are can be very
valuable, but that many indigenous communities concerned about chemical contamination either
don’t know about them or don’t have the scientific expertise to use or understand them.

They live in fear of invisible toxics and many traditional activities are disrupted as a result. We
need to make these data more widely available and accessible so that all communities can
identify problems afflicting them and learn how to address them effectively. Indigenous leaders
often distrust the government so we must seek their input on solutions and work with them to
demonstrate our commitment to improving their situation. We should also provide training to
health officials so that they might become acquainted with PRTR data and learn how to use them
effectively.
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Paula Stigler, Former air quality specialist, Pala Band

Hiram Sarabia, Environmental scientist, Superfund Basic Research Program, University of
California at San Diego

Information about toxic releases empowers indigenous communities to identify sources of
contamination and take action against them. The speakers enumerated a number of available
resources and explained how to go about collecting the necessary data, but cautioned that we
need to make sure the information is accessible to groups without scientific expertise or who lack
internet access, which is particularly a problem in Mexico. There are some organizations
working on this problem already, including clinics, health agencies, NGOs, and universities, but
their efforts tend to be targeted at specific local groups, so we need a broader educational
outreach. They also emphasized the importance of establishing trust and incorporating
community input.

Another issue many indigenous communities face is confusion over jurisdiction. Companies
operating on or near indigenous land often overstep their legal boundaries, but the communities
may not know their own rights or lack the ability to see them enforced. Again, the speakers
emphasized the need to show them the available resources for education and enforcement.

Question and answer period
Important concerns raised:

e There is no need to continue to develop monitoring programs. We have already identified
many contaminated sites, so our efforts should now focus on effective ways to clean
polluted areas.

e Mexican indigenous groups are fundamentally different from Canadian and American
ones. In many cases, they are not the victims of outside contamination, but are causing
environmental degradation on their own. They simply need help with soil and water
conservation.

e Canada, Mexico, and the United States are all very different, as are their respective
indigenous groups, but the world is becoming increasingly interconnected. The only real
way to achieve sustainability is through the integration of academics, businesses,
governments, and indigenous groups from all three nations. We need to provide
ecological training and increase social responsibility.

Rob Rosenfeld, Director, Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council

Jon Waterhouse, S’Klallam Tribe, Alaska

The speakers described the Yukon River success story. The biggest indigenous treaty in history,
it culminated in a 1997 agreement by 66 indigenous governments to keep the watershed clean.
More governments are considering signing on, and several non-indigenous organizations have
signed a side treaty. The project represents the collaboration of a wide array of groups,
demonstrating the power of a collective unified voice.

There are a number of individual programs associated with the watershed, including water
quality science research, contaminant mapping, youth education, solid waste reduction and
renewal, contaminant removal, brownfield public records, financial management training,
renewable energy, and youth internship and job training.

Wrap-up by Merrell-Ann Phare, JPAC member, and Irene Henriques, JPAC Chair
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All the projects discussed at the meeting were conceived and implemented without the help of
the CEC, but the CEC would like to become much more involved in indigenous environmental
issues, now and in the future. The new relationship should be permanent, active, and pervasive,
reflecting a spirit of collaboration and partnership.

The CEC isn’t just about writing reports; fundamentally, it is about making a difference in
people’s lives, as with initiatives related to environmental health in indigenous communities. The
conference has clearly shown that including the indigenous perspective or even allowing
indigenous leaders to drive the decision-making process tends to create a more cooperative,
inclusive, and effective solution. Not only does this result in more informed decisions but also
the final outcome more closely reflects the affected community’s values.

Ms. Phare also stressed again the link between environmental contaminants and children’s
health, a connection that was particularly pronounced in indigenous communities. We should
also not be afraid to challenge the premise that dangerous chemicals will continue to play a
necessary role in our lives. Ms. Henriques described the conference as a forum for people to
come together and share a common vision. She recognized that some people had articulated a
distrust of the government and suggested that perhaps the CEC could serve as a mediator for
communication and cooperation.

26 SEPTEMBER 2007

Welcome and Opening Remarks by Irene Henriques, JPAC Chair

Ms. Henriques explained that today’s meeting would be an opportunity to share success stories
and witness an open-agenda, round-table discussion. She added that Daniel Christmas, Senior
Advisor of the Membertou Band Council had graciously accepted to be the facilitator for this
event and then invited Elder Carl Byrd to say the opening prayer.

Amy Nahwegabow, Research and Policy Analyst, Assembly of First Nations

Ms. Nahwegabow gave a speech on networking. She defined it as the process of building
linkages and partnerships for the purpose of sharing information, generating ideas, and creating
opportunities. She identified useful tools like networking websites, as well as barriers to
communication like geographical distance, language difficulties, or lack of Internet access.

Laurie Chan, BC Leadership Chair in Aboriginal Environmental Health

Networking is essential in the scientific community because it allows specialized scientists to
share information. The health and environmental issues related to contamination are so diverse
that a single expert could never answer all questions related to them, so we need to create a
collective pool of knowledge that can effectively address these interdisciplinary problems.

Mr. Chan explained that the academic community’s focus on short-term research projects with
immediate results hampers experts’ ability to do localized research and build relationships with
communities. These relationships are mutually beneficial because the academics can improve
their research by incorporating traditional knowledge, and they can then use their results to
benefit the community. Therefore, we need to restructure the academic timeframe to allow these
partnerships to develop.
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Contamination makes individual people sick, but it also hurts communities in other ways.
Indigenous groups are trying to bring back their traditional lifestyle and reconnect with the land,
but that is difficult to do when the land and water and creatures living there have become toxic.
Networking is important because indigenous populations can learn from each other and share
information with the scientific community.

National and international networks are very valuable, but we must cope with the issues of
language. Many groups use different languages or even just different terms to describe the same
thing, so we must find a common language. This can only be achieved by bringing the diverse
groups together. Mr. Chan advocates centralization for the arena of indigenous environmental
health.

His plan for the future is to set up a permanent steering committee with a website and a phone
number so that people can get important information in an easily accessible format. He is also
helping to coordinate a forum for researchers in relevant fields to discuss the future of
environmental contamination. In preparation for this forum, five “state of knowledge”
documents are being prepared on the topics of food safety, safe drinking water, indoor air
quality, housing issues, and methods of knowledge exchange.

Merrell-Ann Phare, Executive Director, Center for Indigenous Environmental Research;
JPAC member

Technological advancements have made networking much easier, but technology has become a
major barrier to communication for those who lack equipment like computers with Internet
access. There are many different kinds of networks, however, so there are ways to work around
the technology deficit. Any network should have established expectations in terms of the
frequency, character, and method of communication, but the exact infrastructure will vary
depending on the number of people involved.

Networking is a means to an end, so it is important to keep the ultimate goal in mind. Ms. Phare
stressed the importance of translation tools to facilitate communication between different groups,
both online and in person, and then discussed four major types of networking technology: web
forums, webcast, listserv, and radio. For groups with limited technology, simple methods like
letters and radio broadcasts can be very effective.

Shaunna Morgan, Former Pathfinder, Aboriginal and Northern Community Action
Program

Ms. Morgan discussed a joint program between Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and Natural
Resources Canada that created a network among eleven national and regional indigenous
organizations in Canada. It required a lot of capacity building and a large financial investment,
but improving technology will reduce the need for expensive transportation in future endeavors.

Rosa Maria Armendariz, President, Confederacion Nacional Campesina de Indigenas y
Productores Rurales

Ms. Armendariz talked about the long-standing ejido system in Mexico. These organizations
used to suffer from a lack of information, and even now that relevant data are readily available,
they are having trouble accessing them because of technological barriers. Acquiring a computer
would not be too difficult, but many rural people don’t have the requisite skills to find or
understand the relevant information on environmental sustainability and public health.
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Furthermore, companies or governments often encroach on indigenous jurisdictions because the
indigenous communities aren’t aware of their own rights or are unable to enforce them, so many
groups require assistance in this regard as well. Meetings and conferences are an effective way to
reach these people, but language difficulties and the cost of transportation can still provide
barriers. The CEC should continue working on this problem, finding ways to bring indigenous
groups together.

Question and answer period
Important concerns raised:

The government tries to protect natural areas and the indigenous communities that live
there, but they never consult the people themselves, so their policies are often misguided.

One participant suggested the creation of a trilateral indigenous council that could
provide the CEC with advice on the indigenous perspective.

Governments often prevent indigenous communities from starting their own commercial
enterprises, which prevents them from achieving any measure of financial independence.

Part of the problem is that indigenous people lack a strong sense of identity, which
prevents them from taking strong action against companies or governments. Perhaps the
CEC could help sponsor a promotional campaign to create a sense of unity and solidarity
in the indigenous community.

Traditional knowledge has existed in indigenous communities for thousands of years.
Sharing it can help research efforts that will eventually benefit the community, but there
is the fear that it could be co-opted by western scientists and businessmen, who would
use ancient indigenous practices to make money rather than to benefit the community. To
prevent this, networks should have a policing system that builds trust and prevents
outsiders from stealing information from indigenous communities.

Funding is a perennial issue, particularly in terms of government sources. Networking
can allow communities to discover nongovernmental sources of funding, including
devoted individuals or organizations who are willing to donate time and money.

Mexico lags far behind the United States and Canada in terms of access to technology, so
any trilateral efforts will have to address this disparity.

The JPAC Chair thanked the public, the keynote speakers, the CEC staff, and the interpreters,
and adjourned the session.
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ANNEX A

Engaging Indigenous Communities in the Work of the CEC:

Regular Session of the Joint Public Advisory Committee 07-03

Tuesday, 25 September 2007

NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES, POLLUTANTS AND HEALTH: SHARING
EXPERIENCES, FROM PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION TO RESOLUTION

Facilitator: Stuart Wuttke
Director, Environmental Stewardship
Assembly of First Nations
8:00-8:45 REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS (Breakfast provided)

Crystal ballroom

8:45-8:50  OPENING PRAYER
Carl Bird, Elder, Peguis First Nation, Manitoba

8:50-9:10 OPENING REMARKS
Irene Henriques — JPAC Chair

9:10-10:00 THE CEC’s POLLUTANT RELEASE AND TRANSFER REGISTER (PRTR) PROJECT
Orlando Cabrera
Program Manager, PRTR Project/Air Quality Program, CEC

SOUND MANAGEMENT OF CHEMICALS (SMOC) PROGRAM
Orlando Cabrera and Patricia Hoes, Representative of the SMOC Working Group,
CEC

e The CEC’s North American activities relating to pollutants and health: a step
toward addressing concerns about the potential impacts of pollutants in
indigenous communities

10:00-10:30 MEXICO PRESENTATION: Experience in the comprehensive program
of a microbasin. Case study: The swamp, San Felipe del Progreso, state of Mexico

Mindahi Bastida

President, Mexican Council for Sustainable Development, and
Coordinator, Otomi Regional Council for Alto Lerma

10:30-10:45 Break



10:45-11:15

11:15-11:45

TRIBAL LIFELINE PROJECT (ALASKA EFFORTS AND UPDATE ON CANADA,
MEXICO PROJECTS)

Rosemary Hall

Environmental Scientist

US EPA, Office of Prevention, Pesticides, Toxic Substances (OPPTS)

Annie Chaisson
The Lifeline Group

Roy Kwiatkowski
Director, Environmental Research Division, First Nations and Inuit Health, Health
Canada

WALPOLE ISLAND FIRST NATION (ONTARIO) -POLLUTANTS MANAGEMENT

Dean Jacobs

11:45-12:15

12:15-13:30

13:30-14:10

14:10-14:30

Director, Natural Heritage Center,
Walpole Island First Nation

US EXPERIENCE
US indigenous speaker TBC

Lunch [provided] -Room TBC

Address by Keynote Speaker (Naturalized Knowledge Systems):
Henry Lickers

Director, Environmental Division

Mohawk Council

PRESENTATION OF TwWoO CEC CASE STUDIES: USE AND AWARENESS OF PRTRS
IN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES IN NORTH AMERICAN BORDER REGIONS

e CANADA-US BORDER REGION STUDY
Ronald Plain
Founder, Aamjiwnaang Environment Committee

e US-MEXICco BORDER REGION STUDY
Paula Stigler
Formerly Air Quality Specialist, Pala Band
Hiram Sarabia
Environmental Scientist, University of California at San Diego,
Superfund Basic Research Program

DEMO OF TAKING STOCK ONLINE AND NATIONAL PRTR DATABASES (Q & A
SESSION)
CEC PRTR Project Unit



14:30-15:30

15:30-15:45

15:45-16:45

16:45-17:00

OPEN DISCUSSION ON POLLUTANTS AND HEALTH

Facilitator:

Henry Lickers

Director, Environmental Division
Mohawk Council

Break

YUKON RIVER SUCCESS STORY (UNITED STATES)
Jon Waterhouse, S’Klallam Tribe, Alaska

Rob Rosenfeld

Director, Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council
WRAP-UP

Merrell-Ann Phare
Executive Director for the Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources
JPAC member for Canada

CLOSING PRAYER
Carl Bird, Elder, Peguis First Nation, Manitoba

Concert Hall room

18:00

NETWORKING EVENT [dinner provided]
Informal evening to facilitate mingling and exchange of views

Presentation about the Canadian Aboriginal Health Network:

Laurie Chan

University of Northern British Columbia,

BC Leadership Chair in Aboriginal Environmental Health, and

founding member, Centre for Indigenous Peoples’ Nutrition and Environment

Wednesday, 26 September 2007

SUCCESS STORIES, NETWORKING “How-T0,” AND OPEN AGENDA DISCUSSION

Crystal ballroom

8:45-9:00

OPENING PRAYER
Carl Bird, Elder, Peguis First Nation, Manitoba



9:00-10:30

10:30 -10:45

10:45-12:45

12:45-14:00

14:00-16:45

16:45-17:00

NETWORKING PANEL (A NETWORKING “HOW-TO”)
Facilitator:

Amy Nahwegabow

Research and Policy Analyst

Assembly of First Nations

Panelists:

Laurie Chan (Canada)

Merrell-Ann Phare (Canada)

US indigenous network representative (TBC)
Shaunna Morgan, (Canada)

Mexican indigenous network representative (TBC)

Break
SUCCESS STORIES FROM NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES

e RENEWABLE ENERGY SUCCESS STORY (CANADA)
Trevor Jones
Hupacasath First Nation (BC)

e SUCCESS STORY (MEXICO)
TBC

Lunch [provided]

OPEN AGENDA ROUND TABLE (any environmental issue of concern to indigenous
communities)

Facilitator:

Dan Christmas, Senior Advisor

Membertou Band Council

14:00-15:30 Floor open for indigenous participants to speak
15:45-16:45 Floor open to all participants
JPAC WRAP-UP

Irene Henriques, JPAC Chair

CLOSING PRAYER
Carl Bird, Elder, Peguis First Nation, Manitoba
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ANNEX C

Regular Session of the Joint Public Advisory Committee 07-03
Engaging Indigenous Communities in the Work of the CEC
25-26 September 2007

Links to access the panel presentations

“Sound Management of Chemicals (SMOC) Program” by Orlando Cabrera and Patricia Hoes,
Representative of the SMOC Working Group, CEC

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/PatriciaHoes-SMOC-JPACSept25-07.pdf

“Tribal Lifeline Project (Alaska efforts and Update on Canada, Mexico Projects)” by Rosemary Hall,
Environmental Scientist, USEPA, Office of Prevention, Pesticides, Toxic Substances (OPPTS)
and Annie Chaisson, The Lifeline Group

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/RHall JPACpresentation Sept07.pdf

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/IJPACSept24AChaisson en.pdf

“US-Mexico Border Region Study” by Paula Stigler, formerly Air Quality Specialist, Pala Band
and Hiram Sarabia, Environmental Scientist, University of California at San Diego, Superfund Basic
Research Program

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/PRTR Winnipeq.pdf

“Yukon River Success Story (United States)”” by Rob Rosenfeld, Director, Yukon River Inter-Tribal
Watershed Council

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/YRITWC-Winnipeq.pdf

“Renewable Energy Success Story (Canada)’ by Trevor Jones, Hupacasath First Nation (BC)

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/nrg%20conference.pdf

“Lumal Maya™ Success Story (Mexico)- Red de Conservacion, Desarrollo y autonomia de los Pueblos
Indigenas

http://www.cec.org/files/pdf/ABOUTUS/presenta-lumal-canada.pdf




