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Hello and thank you all for being here. Special thanks go to our hosts as well as to those who helped organize this event. 

I will now turn to a short presentation that reviews some of the achievements of the CEC over the past year. This by no means represents all the day-to-day work of the Commission, but I think it reflects the opportunities and the positive outcomes that can result from working tri-nationally to address issues affecting our shared environment.



Strategic Plan 2010-2015

v'Healthy Communities and Ecosystems
v’ Climate Change—Low-carbon Economy

v'Greening the Economy in North America
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As you can see, the CEC’s focus encompasses the North American environment and its interdependent relationship with the people and economies that share it. We facilitate collaboration, information sharing and public participation; we provide expertise and help build capacity.   I would like to acknowledge the importance of government appointed working group members that are an integral part of our work.  

Today I’m proud to share with you some of the achievements from our recent projects.
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As part of the initiatives undertaken to promote healthy communities and ecosystems, we have continued our partnership with the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium to improve indoor air quality in indigenous communities –and as a result, improve the health of children suffering from severe respiratory problems. The project involves indoor air quality monitoring, followed by making home modifications, such as improving the ventilation and replacing faulty wood stoves. To date, the project has benefited 47 homes and 161 children in six communities. We have seen decreases in the concentration of indoor air contaminants and in the number of hospitalizations and missed days of school. The approach and lessons learned from this effort have been shared and discussed with our Mexican and Canadian partners involved in similar projects, such as the university of Manitoba, the Universidad Autónoma de San Luis Potosí, and the Minister of Health and Social Services of Canada’s Northwest Territories.






Healthy Communities and Ecosystems

v Improved the health of children in
Indigenous communities

v Improved management, sharing and
public access to ambient air quality data

through AirNow-International

“AirNow es un sistema que ha venido a eficientizar el procedimiento de
validacion de informacion...” (“AirNow is a system that has made the process of
validating information more efficient”) — Direccion de Cambio Climdtico,
Calidad del Aire y RETC, Secretaria de Desarrollo Sustentable, Nuevo Ledn
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As part of the trilateral effort to promote healthy communities and ecosystems across the region, we also continue to work on the implementation of the AirNow-International air quality data management system in Mexico. This effort has already resulted in marked improvements in the quality and public dissemination of air quality information in major Mexican cities, and in the sharing of ambient air data with the US and Canada through the AirNow system. This year for example, Mexico’s Federal District became the largest North American metropolis to share its air quality data in real-time. And the city of Monterrey has reported an 80% reduction in the time it takes to process its air quality information. 


Healthy Communities and Ecosystems

v Developed an online training course on ozone-layer
depleting substances

v' Conducted literature review and interviews to track
16 emerging flame retardants of concern

v Produced a report for Mexico on establishing
a National Inventory of Chemical Substances

(INSQ)
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Another project in which the CEC is involved is helping our three countries address issues related to the illegal trade in environmentally regulated materials. One of our successes has been the improved tracking and monitoring of hazardous waste and ozone-layer depleting substances shipments across North America. Recently, we developed an online training course for identifying ozone-layer depleting substances. We also held a workshop on technological advances and intelligence sharing for enforcement officers. 

In terms of work in managing chemicals, we conducted an extensive literature review and interviews to identify Asian manufacturers and track 16 emerging flame retardants of concern and their export to North America. We also surveyed the North American polyurethane market and identified standards and regulations driving the flame retardants market.

Also, building on previous work to assist Mexico in compiling its first chemicals inventory of 5852 chemicals, the CEC worked closely with Mexico to develop a series of policy and institutional options to best address the establishment of a National Registry of Chemicals in accordance with international standards. 



Healthy Communities and Ecosystems

v Applied beneficial management practices
to 25 ranches to improve the economic
viability of cattle ranching on native grasslands

v Helped identify 29 priority areas for
conservation in the Big Bend-Rio Bravo region

“As a cattle producer, | am aware of the importance of improving and
maintaining ecosystems... Having an alliance already working to protect North
American grasslands is a laudable effort worthy of collaboration.” — Mateo
Giner Mendoza, Administrator at Rancho Epigmenia
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Also part of our work to promote healthy communities and ecosystems, practices from the CEC’s grasslands online tool, a compilation of nearly 100 conservation and management practices, are being applied at 25 ranches to improve the economic viability of cattle ranching on native grasslands.   We are working with ranchers in the province of Alberta, the states of Kansas and Chihuahua.  Through the North American Grasslands Alliance, the benefits of applying cutting-edge science and technical knowledge to ranch management are being shared across the continent, resulting in more hectares of conserved and restored grasslands.  

Another significant progress in promoting healthy ecosystems includes the identification of 29 priority conservation areas in the Big Bend-Río Bravo region.


Inventories
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One of the achievements I’m most proud of is how the CEC promotes connections among people. And perhaps more than any other environmental issue, addressing climate change requires collaboration across all sectors of society, including industry, government and citizens.



Climate Change—Low-carbon Economy

v Improved estimates of the contribution of blue
carbon habitats to removing greenhouse gases

v Produced mitigation options for forest
management, based on new models that link
data on land cover change with carbon estimates

Salt marshes, seagrasses, and mangroves sequester and store carbon,
primarily in soils and sediments for millennia — North American Blue
Carbon Scoping Study, CEC
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The first ever meeting of North American blue carbon experts resulted in science and policy based recommendations to improve estimates of the contribution blue carbon habitats make to greenhouse gas removals. Eight new partnerships with academic researchers are contributing results on where, when and by how much blue carbon habitats capture and store carbon and the impacts of natural- and human-caused disturbances such as nutrient loading, habitat degradation, and sea-level rise on the capacity of these habitats to store carbon for thousands of years. 

The CEC's support of world class land cover change maps has resulted in new carbon models to estimate the contribution of forests to climate change mitigation options. These models have been applied to support Mexico’s monitoring, reporting and verification system and to demonstrate how information on disturbance types can improve carbon estimates in Canada and the US. 



Climate Change—Low-carbon Economy

v" Worked to improve the accuracy of North
American black carbon emissions estimates
and inventories

v' Created the first North American online,
Informational platform on Climate Change

Partners: Mexico’s National Institute of Ecology and Climate Change (INECC), USEPA,
Environment Canada, Global Emissions InitiAtive (GEIA) network, Convention on Long
Range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP), the United Nations’ Climate and Clean Air
Coalition (CCAC), and the Arctic Council
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Turning to black carbon now, we’re pursuing exciting work to improve the accuracy of black carbon emissions estimates and inventories. This year we completed a review of existing methodologies and are conducting a series of consultations with experts to develop recommendations for “best practice” approaches for the North American countries. This work is being done in close consultation with other international agencies, such as the Arctic Council and the United Nations. 

We are also about to launch the first North American online, informational platform on Climate Change. The platform provides easy access to data and other information on emissions of greenhouse gases, black carbon and related air contaminant emissions. The goal of this project is to support the efforts of North American experts and other stakeholders relative to climate change mitigation and adaptation. 





Presenter
Sticky Note
Now I’d like to turn to our projects under the Greening the North American Economy priority. I think one of the most exciting prospects of our time is working towards making a green economy become reality in North America.

When the CEC was first established, we approached a green economy from a more theoretical perspective. Today we’re working directly with manufacturers and suppliers who have facilities established in our three countries.



Greening the Economy in North America

v’ Created NATBUS partnership with private sector

v Identifying best practices to reduce air emissions
at land ports of entry

“Si hemos sostenido que la chatarra es el principal freno al desarrollo de la industria,
ser pioneros en sustentabilidad es lo minimo que debemos hacer.” (“If we believe that
scrap [metal] is the main obstacle to the development of the industry, then pioneering
sustainability is the least we should do.”) — Miguel Elizalde Lizarraga, presidente
ejecutivo, ANPACT (National Association of Buses, Trucks and Tractors)
&
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Our work with the bus and heavy-truck manufacturing sector, for instance, is helping to green their supply chain. Last fall, the CEC created a public-private partnership that brought together companies such as General Motors, Volvo, Mercedes-Benz and Johnson Controls. Together, we’re examining waste and energy management practices as well as climate change adaptation strategies.



Greening the Economy in North America

v ldentified models, policies and training to
support green building

v Provided training on ENERGY STAR Portfolio
Manager

“By connecting the specific interests of building owners and occupants with the
common interests of communities, countries, and a whole continent, the CEC is
bringing green building to the forefront as a solution we all can use.” — Improving
Conditions for Green Building Construction in North America: Financing Models
and Opportunities, CEC
@
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A green economy also applies to infrastructure. The CEC published three reports last year that identified financing models, municipal and regional policies, and the workforce training needed to support green building construction in North America. 

Building on those recommendations, we held a training workshop in Canada on ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager for government officials, and met with green building experts and community members in Oaxaca, Mexico to discuss financing for sustainable homes in remote and indigenous communities. We are helping disseminate best practices on energy efficiency in the green building construction sector, and on ways to improve accessibility to sustainable building in isolated communities.
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That was a very brief overview of some of the CEC’s recent achievements. I’d just like to quickly highlight a few other activities that we have undertaken in support of the CEC Council’s strategy.



Other Activities

v’ Completed Taking Stock Vol. 14, Taking Stock
Online, and the third update to our Action Plan to
Enhance the Comparability of Pollutant Release
and Transfer Registers in North America

v' Launched a Virtual Library for CEC publications

v' Awarded 18 grants under the North American
Partnership for Environmental Community Action
(NAPECA)

v’ Developed land cover change products for the
North American Environmental Atlas

v' Submissions on Enforcement Matters (SEM)
communications outreach

e

cec.org


Presenter
Sticky Note
The next edition of Taking Stock, the 14th in this cornerstone series of the CEC dealing with industrial pollution, will be published this summer. It examines changes in reporting by industrial facilities to the Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (or PRTRs) of the three countries, from 2005 through 2010, and also looks at environmental sustainability efforts within the pulp and paper industry. 

Access to information was the key consideration last fall when we launched our Virtual Library for publications. We believe the library will give people greater access to our work, which now totals more than 400 publications across 68,000 pages in three languages. This major effort is more cost effective and environmentally friendly than printing publications – although we do provide printed versions of our publications on demand. 

I’m also proud to say that with your support, we have awarded 1.2 million dollars in grants to 18 community projects across North America through our NAPECA program. These projects address environmental issues at the local level.

And we’re also connecting with people about our citizen submission process. Since new guidelines governing Submissions on Enforcement Matters were adopted by Council, the CEC has undertaken outreach efforts through presentations, newsletters and other activities to communicate decisions and inform the public of our collective work.
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To conclude, I’m very pleased that the CEC Secretariat has, through projects such as these, advanced the Council’s agenda for environmental cooperation. As we approach 2015, we expect to see continued excellence in our programs. I look forward to collaborating with you on the vision for a new five-year strategic plan.
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Three countries. One environment.

Commission for Environmental Cooperation, 2014
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Thank you!
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