Identification_Information: 

  Citation: 

    Citation_Information: 

      Originator: 
        North American Forest Commission (NAFC), through the Food and 

        Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
      Publication_Date: 2011
      Title: Forests of North America 

      Geospatial_Data_Presentation_Form: Vector digital data 

      Publication_Information:

        Publication_Place: Montréal, Québec, Canada

        Publisher: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
      Online_Linkage: http://www.cec.org/naatlas/

  Description: 

    Abstract: 
      This data set shows forests of North America, classified according to FAO 
      ecological zones (EZ).  The data set was created by modifying the Ecological 
      Regions of North America (ecoregions) data included in the North American Atlas.  
      Ecoregion classifications were converted to the FAO EZ classes, based on the Forest 

      Resource Assessment (FRA) 2010,  and minor adjustments were made to polygon 
      geometry.  In addition, data were added for Hawaii and Puerto Rico, and additional 
      lakes were imported.
      The FAO ecological zones are based on a combination of climate (temperature and 
      precipitation) and potential vegetation classifications.  They are broad areas of 
      relatively homogeneous vegetation, with similar physical characteristics.  
      Some ecological zones (i.e. temperate steppe) contain limited or no forest; areas 
      are considered forested when they have a 10 percent minimum crown cover.  Orchards 
      and other fruit tree plantations used for agricultural production are not 
      classified as forest.

    Purpose: 

      The North American Atlas data are intended for geographic display and 
      analysis at the national and continental level.  These data should be 
      displayed and analyzed at scales appropriate for 1:10,000,000-scale 
      data.  No responsibility is assumed by the Commission for Environmental 
      Cooperation in the use of these data.
    Supplemental_Information: 

      The Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) is an international 
      organization created by Canada, Mexico, and the United States of America 
      under the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC).  
      The CEC was established to address regional environmental concerns, help 
      prevent potential trade and environmental conflicts, and to promote the 
      effective enforcement of environmental law.  The Agreement complements the 
      environmental provisions of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
      (NAFTA).  Further information on the CEC is available from 

      http://www.cec.org/ or from 

      >Commission for Environmental Cooperation

      >393, rue St-Jacques Ouest

      >Bureau 200

      >Montréal (Québec)

      >H2Y 1N9 Canada

      >

      >Telephone: 1 514 350 4300

      >Facsimile: 1 514 350 4314

      >Electronic mail: info@cec.org
      >

      Further information on ecological zones is available in the FAO’s Global 

      Forest Resource Assessment 2000, 

      http://www.fao.org/docrep/006/ad652e/ad652e00.htm.

      This data set is available in several formats, including Shapefile and 

      Kml.  Included with each download are a readme file along with other files 
      appropriate to the particular format, such as .avl and .lyr files.  The 
      data set is also available as a GeoPDF.  

  Time_Period_of_Content: 

    Time_Period_Information: 

      Single_Date/Time: 

        Calendar_Date: 2011
    Currentness_Reference: Publication date
  Status: 

    Progress: Complete 

    Maintenance_and_Update_Frequency: Irregular
  Spatial_Domain: 

    Bounding_Coordinates: 

      West_Bounding_Coordinate: 170.0 

      East_Bounding_Coordinate: -54.0
      North_Bounding_Coordinate: 84.0 
      South_Bounding_Coordinate: 10.5 

  Keywords: 

    Theme: 

      Theme_Keyword_Thesaurus: ISO 19115 Topic Category 

      Theme_Keyword: biota
      Theme_Keyword: environment
    Theme:

      Theme_Keyword_Thesaurus: GCMD science keywords

      Theme_Keyword: Biosphere > Terrestrial Ecosystems > Alpine/Tundra 

      Theme_Keyword: Biosphere > Terrestrial Ecosystems > Forests 

      Theme_Keyword: Biosphere > Terrestrial Ecosystems > Shrubland/Scrub 

      Theme_Keyword: Land Surface > Landscape > Landscape Ecology 

    Theme:

      Theme_Keyword_Thesaurus: None 

      Theme_Keyword: Ecoregions 
      Theme_Keyword: Ecological regions 
      Theme_Keyword: Ecological zones

      Theme_Keyword: Ecosystems
      Theme_Keyword: Forests
      Theme_Keyword: Regional ecology 
      Theme_Keyword: Ecosystem geography 
    Place:

      Place_Keyword_Thesaurus: None
      Place_Keyword: Mid-latitude

      Place_Keyword: Western Hemisphere

      Place_Keyword: Northern Hemisphere

      Place_Keyword: North America

      Place_Keyword: NAFTA

      Place_Keyword: North America Free Trade Agreement

      Place_Keyword: Canada

      Place_Keyword: Mexico

      Place_Keyword: United States

  Access_Constraints: None
  Use_Constraints: 

    None.  Acknowledgement of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    would be appreciated in products derived from these data.

  Point_of_Contact:

    Contact_Information:

      Contact_Organization_Primary:

        Contact_Organization: Commission for Environmental Cooperation

      Contact_Address:

        Address_Type: Mailing address

        Address: 393, rue St-Jacques Ouest, Bureau 200
        City: Montréal
        State_or_Province: Québec
        Country: Canada

        Postal_Code: H2Y 1N9 
      Contact_Voice_Telephone: 1 514 350 4300
      Contact_Facsimile_Telephone: 1 514 350 4314
      Contact_Electronic_Mail_Address: info@cec.org
  Native_Data_Set_Environment: 

    Windows XP Professional version 2002, build 2600, service pack 3; ESRI 

    ArcMap 10.0, service pack 1, build 2414
Data_Quality_Information:

  Attribute_Accuracy:

    Attribute_Accuracy_Report: 

      No tests for attribute accuracy were performed on this data set.  The 

      attribute accuracy is unknown.
  Logical_Consistency_Report: 

    No tests for logical consistency were performed on this data set.  
  Completeness_Report:

    This data set includes forests for all of North America.  Classification is 

    based on a conversion from North American ecosystems to the FAO ecological 

    zones. 
  Lineage:

    Source_Information: 

      Source_Citation:

        Citation_Information:

          Originator: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
          Publication_Date: 200904 
          Title: Ecological Regions of North America
          Geospatial_Data_Presentation_Form: Vector digital data     

          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Montréal, Québec, Canada

            Publisher: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
          Online_Linkage: http://www.cec.org/naatlas/

      Source_Scale_Denominator: 10000000
      Type_of_Source_Media: Online

      Source_Time_Period_of_Content:

        Time_Period_Information: 

          Single_Date/Time:

            Calendar_Date: 200903
        Source_Currentness_Reference: Publication date
      Source_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Ecoregions
      Source_Contribution: Spatial and attribute information

    Source_Information: 

      Source_Citation:

        Citation_Information:

          Originator: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
          Publication_Date: 20110712
          Title: Master CEC Ecoregion Table, Revised
          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Montreal, Quebec, Canada
            Publisher: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
      Type_of_Source_Media: Internal file
      Source_Time_Period_of_Content:

        Time_Period_Information: 

          Single_Date/Time:

            Calendar_Date: 2011
        Source_Currentness_Reference: Date file was created
      Source_Citation_Abbreviation: CEC_Eco_Table
      Source_Contribution: Attribute information

    Source_Information: 

      Source_Citation:

        Citation_Information:

          Originator: 

            Government of Canada, Natural Resources Canada, Mapping Information 
            Branch, The Atlas of Canada

          Originator: Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía
          Originator: 

            United States Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey, 
            National Atlas of the United States 

          Publication_Date: 2010 

          Title: North American Atlas - Political Boundaries
          Geospatial_Data_Presentation_Form: Vector digital data     

          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

            Publisher: Government of Canada

          Online_Linkage:

            http://geogratis.gc.ca/download/frameworkdata/North_America_Atlas10M/boundaries/
          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Aguascalientes, Aguascalientes, Mexico

            Publisher: 

              Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía (INEGI)
          Online_Linkage: http://antares.inegi.org.mx/atlas_norteamerica/

          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Reston, Virginia, USA

            Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, National Atlas of the United States

          Online_Linkage: http://nationalatlas.gov/atlasftp-na.html
          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Montréal, Québec, Canada

            Publisher: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
          Online_Linkage: http://www.cec.org/naatlas/
      Source_Scale_Denominator: 10000000
      Type_of_Source_Media: Online

      Source_Time_Period_of_Content:

        Time_Period_Information: 

          Single_Date/Time:

            Calendar_Date: 2010
        Source_Currentness_Reference: Publication date
      Source_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Boundaries
      Source_Contribution: Spatial information

    Source_Information: 

      Source_Citation:

        Citation_Information:

          Originator: 

            Government of Canada, Natural Resources Canada, Mapping Information 
            Branch, The Atlas of Canada

          Originator: Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía
          Originator: 

            United States Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey, 
            National Atlas of the United States 

          Publication_Date: 2010 

          Title: North American Atlas - Hydrography
          Geospatial_Data_Presentation_Form: Vector digital data     

          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

            Publisher: Government of Canada

          Online_Linkage:

             http://geogratis.gc.ca/download/frameworkdata/North_America_Atlas10M/boundaries/
          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Aguascalientes, Aguascalientes, Mexico

            Publisher: 

              Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía (INEGI)
          Online_Linkage: http://antares.inegi.org.mx/atlas_norteamerica/

          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Reston, Virginia, USA

            Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, National Atlas of the United States

          Online_Linkage: http://nationalatlas.gov/atlasftp-na.html
          Publication_Information:

            Publication_Place: Montréal, Québec, Canada

            Publisher: Commission for Environmental Cooperation
          Online_Linkage: http://www.cec.org/naatlas/
      Source_Scale_Denominator: 10000000
      Type_of_Source_Media: Online

      Source_Time_Period_of_Content:

        Time_Period_Information: 

          Single_Date/Time:

            Calendar_Date: 2010
        Source_Currentness_Reference: Publication date
      Source_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Hydro
      Source_Contribution: Spatial information

    Process_Step:
      Process_Description:
        This data set was created using the geometry of the Ecological Regions of North 
        America (NA Ecoregions).  The NA Ecoregions data were exported to a new file; the 

        data contained small lakes in Mexico that were manually reassigned to the 
        ecoregions in which they fell.  If the lake was on an ecoregion boundary, it was 
        split between the two ecoregions.

        Terrestrial ecoregion classifications were equated with FAO forest ecological 
        zones, by joining the CEC ecoregion table with the data set.  (The ecoregion 

        table was created through deliberation by experts from Canada, Mexico, and the 

        United States of America.)  Unnecessary attributes were deleted from the data 
        set.
        Hawaii and Puerto Rico were added, using the geometry from the North American 

        Boundaries file.  An ecological zone was assigned  to these new areas based on 
        input from experts at the USDA Forest Service.
      Source_Used_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Ecoregions
      Source_Used_Citation_Abbreviation: CEC_Eco_Table
      Source_Used_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Boundaries
      Process_Date: 2011
    Process_Step:
      Process_Description:
        The purpose of this step was to update the coastline in the Forest data using the 

        most recent boundary data available.  Using NA Boundaries, which was updated in 

        2010, a new boundary file was created by removing all polygons outside Canada, 
        Mexico, and the United States, and then by doing a “dissolve” on the file, 
        resulting in a single polygon feature.  This dissolved boundary file was combined 
        with the forest ecological zones file, and then used to clip out extraneous 
        forest areas (those areas outside the new boundaries) from the ecological zones.
        The new boundary file was also used to identify areas that were not in the 

        original ecoregions file but that were defined by the new boundaries.  These 

        areas were exported to a new shapefile for processing, and were converted to 
        individual polygons; at this point they did not have forest ecological zones 
        assigned.  The Spatial Join function was used to automatically assign forest 

        classes based on the classification of the nearest forest polygon.  These were 

        then manually checked for consistency and any polygons that were misidentified 
        were corrected.  The result was combined with the clipped Forest ecological zones 
        data (described in the previous paragraph) to produce a Forests data set with 

        updated coastal boundaries.
      Source_Used_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Boundaries
      Process_Date: 2011
    Process_Step:

      Process_Description:

        Lakes larger than 2,000 km2 were added.  The large lakes were extracted from the 

        2010 hydrography data, combined with the forest data, and identified as water.
      Source_Used_Citation_Abbreviation: NA Hydro
      Process_Date: 2011
    Process_Step:
      Process_Description:
        An attribute for Area was added to the file, and values were calculated for the 

        area in hectares.
      Process_Date: 2011
Spatial_Data_Organization_Information: 

  Direct_Spatial_Reference_Method: Vector 

  Point_and_Vector_Object_Information: 
    SDTS_Terms_Description: 

      SDTS_Point_and_Vector_Object_Type: GT-polygon composed of chains
      Point_and_Vector_Object_Count: 20
Spatial_Reference_Information: 

  Horizontal_Coordinate_System_Definition: 

    Planar: 

      Map_Projection: 

        Map_Projection_Name: Lambert Azimuthal Equal Area 

        Lambert_Azimuthal_Equal_Area: 

          Longitude_of_Projection_Center: -100.000000 

          Latitude_of_Projection_Center: 45.000000 

          False_Easting: 0.000000 

          False_Northing: 0.000000 

      Planar_Coordinate_Information: 

        Planar_Coordinate_Encoding_Method: Coordinate pair 

        Coordinate_Representation: 

          Abscissa_Resolution: 0.016384 

          Ordinate_Resolution: 0.016384 

        Planar_Distance_Units: Meters 

    Geodetic_Model: 

      Horizontal_Datum_Name: D_Sphere_ARC_INFO 

      Ellipsoid_Name: Sphere_ARC_INFO 

      Semi-major_Axis: 6370997.000000 

      Denominator_of_Flattening_Ratio: 1.0 
Entity_and_Attribute_Information: 

  Detailed_Description: 

    Entity_Type: 
      Entity_Type_Label: North American forest region
      Entity_Type_Definition: 
        An area of broad yet relatively homogenous natural forest vegetation.  

        Area distinctions are also based on precipitation, temperature, and 

        landforms. 
      Entity_Type_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Shape 

      Attribute_Definition: The representation of the entity in the data. 

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation  

      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain: 
          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Polygon

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A 2-dimensional element

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: ESRI GIS software

    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Ezmap_code 
      Attribute_Definition: The FAO ecological zone code
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 11

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A tropical rainforest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 12

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A tropical moist forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 13

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A tropical dry forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 16

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A tropical mountain system area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 21

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A subtropical humid forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 22

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A subtropical dry forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 23

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A subtropical steppe area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 24

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A subtropical desert area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 25

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 
            A subtropical mountain system area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 31

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A temperate oceanic forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 32

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 
            A temperate continental forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 33

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A temperate steppe area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 34

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A temperate desert area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 35

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A temperate mountain system area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 41

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A boreal coniferous forest area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 42

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A boreal tundra woodland area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 43

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A boreal mountain system area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 50

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A polar area.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 90

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A water area within an ecological zone.  Only lakes greater than 2000 km2 are 

            included.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 99

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area for which there is no ecological zone data.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Ezmap_zone 
      Attribute_Definition: The FAO ecological zone designation. 
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Boreal coniferous forest
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, warm summers, 

            and relatively low precipitation.  Vegetation consists of extensive 

            coniferous forests of spruce, fir, and pine, with some deciduous 

            trees such as birch, aspen, and poplar.  The terrain is gently 

            rolling with numerous lakes and wetlands.  Permafrost is 
            discontinuous but widespread.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 
            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Boreal mountain system

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountainous subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, warm 
            summers.  Precipitation varies widely with terrain and exposure.  
            Vegetation consists of open woodlands, shrubs, and grasslands, with 
            spruce, birch and willows at lower elevations.  At higher 
            elevations, extensive areas of alpine tundra are dominated by 
            shrubs, mosses, and lichens.  The terrain is mountainous with 
            numerous high peaks and plateaus.  Permafrost is widespread.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Boreal tundra woodland

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, cool summers.  
            Snow and ice may persist for six months or more of the year.  
            Vegetation consists of open stands of spruce, tamarack, and other 
            cold-climate trees and shrubs.  Wetlands support lichens and mosses.  

            The terrain is primarily lowland plain, marked by extensive 

            wetlands.  Permafrost is continuous in the north and patchy in the 
            south.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: No data

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area for which no ecological zone information is available.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Polar

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area with long, cold winters, short, cool summers, persistent 

            permafrost, and low precipitation.  Snow may fall during any month 
            of the year and usually persists for at least 10 months.  Forest 
            cover is extremely limited, with vegetation consisting mostly of 
            herbaceous plants, dwarf shrubs, and stunted spruce trees.  The 

            terrain consists of rugged mountains at the northeastern edges of 

            the continent, and of a broadly rolling tundra region marked by many 

            lakes and wetlands.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Subtropical desert

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with long, hot summers, short winters, and low 
            precipitation.  Winter cold spells are brief.  Vegetation consists 

            mostly of sparse, low-growing shrubs, cacti, and grasses.  The 

            terrain includes large plains, isolated mountains and buttes, and 

            areas of extensive sand dunes.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Subtropical dry forest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with hot, dry summers, and mild, humid winters.  
            The dry period can last from two to six months.  Annual 

            precipitation is low and extreme droughts are common; in coastal 

            areas, summer fog occurs frequently.  Vegetation consists of open 
            shrubland and woodland, with a mix of deciduous and evergreen 
            species.  Coastal areas exhibit redwood forests.  Terrain is varied, 

            including both coastal plains and large inland valleys.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Subtropical humid forest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with mild winters and hot, humid summers; 

            precipitation occurs throughout the year.  Vegetation consists of 

            moderately dense evergreen forest, with some deciduous species 

            present.  The terrain consists of coastal plains and piedmont, with 
            numerous streams, lakes, and wetlands.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Subtropical mountain system

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountainous subtropical area.  Temperature and precipitation vary 

            widely, based on altitude and exposure.  Vegetation consists of a 

            moderate-density mix of evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs.  

            The terrain consists of rugged mountains and includes highly active 

            volcanic areas.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Subtropical steppe

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with long, hot summers, short, mild winters, and 

            low precipitation.  There are occasional, intense droughts.  

            Vegetation consists of grasses and herbaceous plants with some open 

            woodlands; the sparse forest cover is made up of both evergreen and 
            deciduous species.  The terrain is flat or gently rolling.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Temperate continental forest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with highly variable weather, but with generally 

            warm summers and cool winters.  Precipitation is moderate, with 

            heavier accumulations near the coastline.  Vegetation consists of a 

            mix of conifers and deciduous trees, particularly pines, oaks, 

            maples, and beech.  The original, heavy forest cover has been 

            modified by urbanization and agricultural development.  The terrain 

            is a combination of gently rolling hills and level plains.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Temperate desert

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with hot, dry summers and severely cold winters.  
            There is little precipitation because the area is in the rain shadow 
            of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Mountains.  Vegetation consists 
            mostly of sagebrush, sparse grasses, and shrubs.  Interior basins 
            and plateaus are the primary terrain features.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Temperate mountain system

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate, mountainous area.  The climate varies widely and 
            includes the humid maritime climate at low elevations along the 
            Pacific coast; cold, arctic conditions above tree line in the Rocky 
            Mountains; and the more moderate conditions of the Appalachian 
            Highlands.  Precipitation also varies widely, and a significant 
            portion falls as snow.  Vegetation is diverse, but is dominated by 
            spruce, fir, pine, and hemlock, as well as maple, beech, oak, and 
            birch in more temperate areas.  The density of forest cover varies 
            with elevation and exposure.  The terrain is mountainous with rugged 

            high peaks and high interior plains, as well as lower mountain 

            ranges along the coasts.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Temperate oceanic forest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A small, temperate area between the Pacific Coast Range and the 
            Cascade Mountains, with a mild, humid climate.  Summers are warm and 
            a little drier than the winters, and average temperatures are above 
            freezing throughout the year.  Vegetation consists of mixed 
            coniferous forest dominated by western red cedar, western hemlock, 
            and Douglas fir; in the interior valleys the forest is more open and 
            includes some deciduous trees.  The terrain is made up of level or 

            gently-sloping floodplains, with occasional hills and low mountains.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Temperate steppe

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with short, hot summers and long, cold winters.  
            Precipitation is low and evaporation is high.  Vegetation includes 
            open stands of deciduous trees, such as trembling aspen, poplar, and 

            cottonwood, and also extensive grasslands.  The terrain is level or 

            gently rolling.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Tropical dry forest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A tropical area with warm temperatures, a summer rainy season, and a 
            pronounced dry period of five to eight months.  Rainfall is 

            sufficient to promote the growth of trees, but only those species 

            that can withstand prolonged dry periods.  Vegetation consists of
            relatively open dry deciduous and semidiciduous forest.  The terrain 

            includes both flat, narrow lowlands and low, hilly areas.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Tropical moist forest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A tropical area with warm temperatures, moderate rainfall, and a 
            distinct dry period of three to five months.  Vegetation consists of 
            moderately dense deciduous and semideciduous forest.  The terrain is 

            varied, including low mountains, plains and hills, and the 

            Everglades.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Tropical mountain system

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountain area in the tropics.  Temperatures and precipitation vary 

            widely, depending on exposure and altitude; significant moisture may 
            come from clouds and fog.  Vegetation consists of dense forest with 
            a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs, and includes many 

            epiphytes.  The terrain is mountainous and rugged, with several 

            active volcanoes.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Tropical rainforest

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area with consistently warm temperatures and heavy annual 

            precipitation.  The winter dry season lasts less than three months. 

            Vegetation consists of dense tree-cover that often forms a 
            continuous multi-layered canopy, and that includes a wide variety of 
            species.  Many epiphytes are present.  The terrain consists both of 

            lowlands and of steep areas along the lower flanks of mountain 

            ranges.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Water

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A water area within an ecological zone.  Areas identified as water represent 

            lakes larger than 2,000 km2.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Ez_map_sp 
      Attribute_Definition: The FAO ecological zone designation, in Spanish
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque continental templado
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with highly variable weather, but with generally 

            warm summers and cool winters.  Precipitation is moderate, with 

            heavier accumulations near the coastline.  Vegetation consists of a 

            mix of conifers and deciduous trees, particularly pines, oaks, 

            maples, and beech.  The original, heavy forest cover has been 

            modified by urbanization and agricultural development.  The terrain 

            is a combination of gently rolling hills and level plains.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque de coníferas boreal
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, warm summers, 

            and relatively low precipitation.  Vegetation consists of extensive 

            coniferous forests of spruce, fir, and pine, with some deciduous 

            trees such as birch, aspen, and poplar.  The terrain is gently 

            rolling with numerous lakes and wetlands.  Permafrost is 
            discontinuous but widespread.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque húmedo subtropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with mild winters and hot, humid summers; 

            precipitation occurs throughout the year.  Vegetation consists of 

            moderately dense evergreen forest, with some deciduous species 

            present.  The terrain consists of coastal plains and piedmont, with 

            numerous streams, lakes, and wetlands.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque húmedo tropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A tropical area with warm temperatures, moderate rainfall, and a 

            distinct dry period of three to five months.  Vegetation consists of 
            moderately dense deciduous and semideciduous forest.  The terrain is 

            varied, including low mountains, plains and hills, and the 

            Everglades.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque pluvial tropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area with consistently warm temperatures and heavy annual 

            precipitation.  The winter dry season lasts less than three months. 

            Vegetation consists of dense tree-cover that often forms a 
            continuous multi-layered canopy, and that includes a wide variety of 
            species.  Many epiphytes are present.  The terrain consists both of 

            lowlands and of steep areas along the lower flanks of mountain 

            ranges.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque oceánico templado
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A small, temperate area between the Pacific Coast Range and the 

            Cascade Mountains, with a mild, humid climate.  Summers are warm and 

            a little drier than the winters, and average temperatures are above 

            freezing throughout the year.  Vegetation consists of mixed 

            coniferous forest dominated by western red cedar, western hemlock, 
            and Douglas fir; in the interior valleys the forest is more open and 

            includes some deciduous trees.  The terrain is made up of level or 

            gently-sloping floodplains, with occasional hills and low mountains.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque seco subtropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with hot, dry summers, and mild, humid winters.  

            The dry period can last from two to six months.  Annual 

            precipitation is low and extreme droughts are common; in coastal 

            areas, summer fog occurs frequently.  Vegetation consists of open 

            shrubland and woodland, with a mix of deciduous and evergreen 

            species.  Coastal areas exhibit redwood forests.  Terrain is varied, 

            including both coastal plains and large inland valleys.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque seco tropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A tropical area with warm temperatures, a summer rainy season, and a 

            pronounced dry period of five to eight months.  Rainfall is 

            sufficient to promote the growth of trees, but only those species 

            that can withstand prolonged dry periods.  Vegetation consists of

            relatively open dry deciduous and semidiciduous forest.  The terrain 

            includes both flat, narrow lowlands and low, hilly areas.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Cuerpo de agua

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A water area within an ecological zone.  Areas identified as water represent 

            lakes larger than 2,000 km2.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Desierto subtropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with long, hot summers, short winters, and low 

            precipitation.  Winter cold spells are brief.  Vegetation consists 

            mostly of sparse, low-growing shrubs, cacti, and grasses.  The 

            terrain includes large plains, isolated mountains and buttes, and 

            areas of extensive sand dunes.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Desierto templado
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with hot, dry summers and severely cold winters.  

            There is little precipitation because the area is in the rain shadow 

            of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Mountains.  Vegetation consists 

            mostly of sagebrush, sparse grasses, and shrubs.  Interior basins 

            and plateaus are the primary terrain features.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Estepa subtropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with long, hot summers, short, mild winters, and 

            low precipitation.  There are occasional, intense droughts.  

            Vegetation consists of grasses and herbaceous plants with some open 

            woodlands; the sparse forest cover is made up of both evergreen and 

            deciduous species.  The terrain is flat or gently rolling.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Estepa/llanura templada
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with short, hot summers and long, cold winters.  

            Precipitation is low and evaporation is high.  Vegetation includes 

            open stands of deciduous trees, such as trembling aspen, poplar, and 

            cottonwood, and also extensive grasslands.  The terrain is level or 

            gently rolling.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Bosque de tundra boreal
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, cool summers.  

            Snow and ice may persist for six months or more of the year.  

            Vegetation consists of open stands of spruce, tamarack, and other 

            cold-climate trees and shrubs.  Wetlands support lichens and mosses.  

            The terrain is primarily lowland plain, marked by extensive 

            wetlands.  Permafrost is continuous in the north and patchy in the 
            south.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Ningún dato disponible
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area for which no ecological zone information is available.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Polar

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area with long, cold winters, short, cool summers, persistent 

            permafrost, and low precipitation.  Snow may fall during any month 

            of the year and usually persists for at least 10 months.  Forest 

            cover is extremely limited, with vegetation consisting mostly of 

            herbaceous plants, dwarf shrubs, and stunted spruce trees.  The 

            terrain consists of rugged mountains at the northeastern edges of 

            the continent, and of a broadly rolling tundra region marked by many 

            lakes and wetlands.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Sistema montañoso boreal
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountainous subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, warm 

            summers.  Precipitation varies widely with terrain and exposure.  

            Vegetation consists of open woodlands, shrubs, and grasslands, with 

            spruce, birch and willows at lower elevations.  At higher 

            elevations, extensive areas of alpine tundra are dominated by 

            shrubs, mosses, and lichens.  The terrain is mountainous with 

            numerous high peaks and plateaus.  Permafrost is widespread.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Sistema montañoso subtropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountainous subtropical area.  Temperature and precipitation vary 

            widely, based on altitude and exposure.  Vegetation consists of a 

            moderate-density mix of evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs.  

            The terrain consists of rugged mountains and includes highly active 

            volcanic areas.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Sistema montañoso templado
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate, mountainous area.  The climate varies widely and 

            includes the humid maritime climate at low elevations along the 

            Pacific coast; cold, arctic conditions above tree line in the Rocky 

            Mountains; and the more moderate conditions of the Appalachian 

            Highlands.  Precipitation also varies widely, and a significant 

            portion falls as snow.  Vegetation is diverse, but is dominated by 

            spruce, fir, pine, and hemlock, as well as maple, beech, oak, and 

            birch in more temperate areas.  The density of forest cover varies 

            with elevation and exposure.  The terrain is mountainous with rugged 

            high peaks and high interior plains, as well as lower mountain 

            ranges along the coasts.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Sistema montañoso tropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountain area in the tropics.  Temperatures and precipitation vary 

            widely, depending on exposure and altitude; significant moisture may 

            come from clouds and fog.  Vegetation consists of dense forest with 
            a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs, and includes many 

            epiphytes.  The terrain is mountainous and rugged, with several 

            active volcanoes.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Ez_map_fr 

      Attribute_Definition: The FAO ecological zone designation, in French.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Aucune donnée disponible
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area for which no ecological zone information is available.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Désert subtropical
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with long, hot summers, short winters, and low 

            precipitation.  Winter cold spells are brief.  Vegetation consists 

            mostly of sparse, low-growing shrubs, cacti, and grasses.  The 

            terrain includes large plains, isolated mountains and buttes, and 

            areas of extensive sand dunes.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Désert tempéré
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with hot, dry summers and severely cold winters.  

            There is little precipitation because the area is in the rain shadow 

            of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Mountains.  Vegetation consists 

            mostly of sagebrush, sparse grasses, and shrubs.  Interior basins 

            and plateaus are the primary terrain features.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt boréale de conifères
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, warm summers, 

            and relatively low precipitation.  Vegetation consists of extensive 

            coniferous forests of spruce, fir, and pine, with some deciduous 

            trees such as birch, aspen, and poplar.  The terrain is gently 

            rolling with numerous lakes and wetlands.  Permafrost is 
            discontinuous but widespread.
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt ombrophile tropicale
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area with consistently warm temperatures and heavy annual 

            precipitation.  The winter dry season lasts less than three months. 

            Vegetation consists of dense tree-cover that often forms a 
            continuous multi-layered canopy, and that includes a wide variety of 
            species.  Many epiphytes are present.  The terrain consists both of 

            lowlands and of steep areas along the lower flanks of mountain 

            ranges.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt subtropicale humide
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with mild winters and hot, humid summers; 

            precipitation occurs throughout the year.  Vegetation consists of 

            moderately dense evergreen forest, with some deciduous species 

            present.  The terrain consists of coastal plains and piedmont, with 

            numerous streams, lakes, and wetlands.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt subtropicale sèche
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with hot, dry summers, and mild, humid winters.  

            The dry period can last from two to six months.  Annual 

            precipitation is low and extreme droughts are common; in coastal 

            areas, summer fog occurs frequently.  Vegetation consists of open 

            shrubland and woodland, with a mix of deciduous and evergreen 

            species.  Coastal areas exhibit redwood forests.  Terrain is varied, 

            including both coastal plains and large inland valleys.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt tempérée continentale
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with highly variable weather, but with generally 

            warm summers and cool winters.  Precipitation is moderate, with 

            heavier accumulations near the coastline.  Vegetation consists of a 

            mix of conifers and deciduous trees, particularly pines, oaks, 

            maples, and beech.  The original, heavy forest cover has been 

            modified by urbanization and agricultural development.  The terrain 

            is a combination of gently rolling hills and level plains.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt tempérée océanique
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A small, temperate area between the Pacific Coast Range and the 

            Cascade Mountains, with a mild, humid climate.  Summers are warm and 

            a little drier than the winters, and average temperatures are above 

            freezing throughout the year.  Vegetation consists of mixed 

            coniferous forest dominated by western red cedar, western hemlock, 
            and Douglas fir; in the interior valleys the forest is more open and 

            includes some deciduous trees.  The terrain is made up of level or 

            gently-sloping floodplains, with occasional hills and low mountains.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt tropicale humide
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A tropical area with warm temperatures, moderate rainfall, and a 

            distinct dry period of three to five months.  Vegetation consists of 
            moderately dense deciduous and semideciduous forest.  The terrain is 

            varied, including low mountains, plains and hills, and the 

            Everglades.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Forêt tropicale sèche
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A tropical area with warm temperatures, a summer rainy season, and a 

            pronounced dry period of five to eight months.  Rainfall is 

            sufficient to promote the growth of trees, but only those species 

            that can withstand prolonged dry periods.  Vegetation consists of

            relatively open dry deciduous and semidiciduous forest.  The terrain 

            includes both flat, narrow lowlands and low, hilly areas.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Plans d'eau

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A water area within an ecological zone.  Areas identified as water represent 

            lakes larger than 2,000 km2.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Polaire
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            An area with long, cold winters, short, cool summers, persistent 

            permafrost, and low precipitation.  Snow may fall during any month 

            of the year and usually persists for at least 10 months.  Forest 

            cover is extremely limited, with vegetation consisting mostly of 

            herbaceous plants, dwarf shrubs, and stunted spruce trees.  The 

            terrain consists of rugged mountains at the northeastern edges of 

            the continent, and of a broadly rolling tundra region marked by many 

            lakes and wetlands.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Steppe subtropicale
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subtropical area with long, hot summers, short, mild winters, and 

            low precipitation.  There are occasional, intense droughts.  

            Vegetation consists of grasses and herbaceous plants with some open 

            woodlands; the sparse forest cover is made up of both evergreen and 

            deciduous species.  The terrain is flat or gently rolling.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Steppe/prairie tempérée
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate area with short, hot summers and long, cold winters.  

            Precipitation is low and evaporation is high.  Vegetation includes 

            open stands of deciduous trees, such as trembling aspen, poplar, and 

            cottonwood, and also extensive grasslands.  The terrain is level or 

            gently rolling.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Système boréal montagneux
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountainous subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, warm 

            summers.  Precipitation varies widely with terrain and exposure.  

            Vegetation consists of open woodlands, shrubs, and grasslands, with 

            spruce, birch and willows at lower elevations.  At higher 

            elevations, extensive areas of alpine tundra are dominated by 

            shrubs, mosses, and lichens.  The terrain is mountainous with 

            numerous high peaks and plateaus.  Permafrost is widespread.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Système subtropical montagneux
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountainous subtropical area.  Temperature and precipitation vary 

            widely, based on altitude and exposure.  Vegetation consists of a 

            moderate-density mix of evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs.  

            The terrain consists of rugged mountains and includes highly active 

            volcanic areas.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Système tempéré montagneux
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A temperate, mountainous area.  The climate varies widely and 

            includes the humid maritime climate at low elevations along the 

            Pacific coast; cold, arctic conditions above tree line in the Rocky 

            Mountains; and the more moderate conditions of the Appalachian 

            Highlands.  Precipitation also varies widely, and a significant 

            portion falls as snow.  Vegetation is diverse, but is dominated by 

            spruce, fir, pine, and hemlock, as well as maple, beech, oak, and 

            birch in more temperate areas.  The density of forest cover varies 

            with elevation and exposure.  The terrain is mountainous with rugged 

            high peaks and high interior plains, as well as lower mountain 

            ranges along the coasts.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Système tropical montagneux
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A mountain area in the tropics.  Temperatures and precipitation vary 

            widely, depending on exposure and altitude; significant moisture may 

            come from clouds and fog.  Vegetation consists of dense forest with 
            a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs, and includes many 

            epiphytes.  The terrain is mountainous and rugged, with several 

            active volcanoes.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Toundra boréale boisée
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            A subarctic area with long, cold winters and short, cool summers.  

            Snow and ice may persist for six months or more of the year.  

            Vegetation consists of open stands of spruce, tamarack, and other 

            cold-climate trees and shrubs.  Wetlands support lichens and mosses.  

            The terrain is primarily lowland plain, marked by extensive 

            wetlands.  Permafrost is continuous in the north and patchy in the 
            south.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Ezmap_ha
      Attribute_Definition: The size of the ecological zone, in hectares.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:
        Range_Domain:

          Range_Domain_Minimum: 71507.41918370000
          Range_Domain_Maximum: 322111817.698000010
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