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  Description: 

    Abstract: 
      The three North American countries have identified the region that extends 
      from the Gulf of California all the way to the Bering Strait as a high 
      continental priority for biodiversity conservation, requiring cooperative 
      efforts to ensure it continues to function as an interconnected web of 
      life, capable of supporting all of its natural and human communities now 
      and for future generations.  This data set portrays the 28 marine Priority 
      Conservation Areas (PCAs) within the Baja to Bering region.  PCAs are 
      critically important areas of biodiversity and continental uniqueness 
      under threat from human activities.  Because they are essential to the 
      healthy functioning of the entire Baja to Bering region, they are focal 
      areas for conservation efforts, and are not intended as large marine 
      protected areas.  These priority areas include highly productive fishing 
      grounds in the Bering Sea, coral gardens of the Aleutians, globally unique 
      glass-sponge reefs off British Columbia, marine mammal hotspots such as 
      Monterey Bay and the Channel Islands, coastal lagoons of Baja California, 
      as well as the incomparable biodiversity of the Gulf of California.  The 
      PCAs as represented in this data set serve to highlight general locations 

      of conservation priority, based on their ecological significance, level of 

      threats, and opportunities for trinational cooperation, as determined by 
      expert consensus from the best available knowledge.
    Purpose: 

      The North American Atlas data are intended for geographic display and 
      analysis at the national and continental level.  These data should be 
      displayed and analyzed at scales appropriate for 1:10,000,000-scale 
      data.  No responsibility is assumed by the Commission for Environmental 
      Cooperation or the Marine Conservation Biology Institute in the use of 
      these data.
    Supplemental_Information: 
      Information on the methodology used to identify these Priority 

      Conservation Areas and detailed descriptions of each area can be found in 

      Morgan, Lance, Sara Maxwell, Fan Tsao, Tara A.C. Wilkinson, and Peter
      Etnoyer; Marine Priority Conservation Areas: Baja California to the 

      Bering Sea; Commission for Environmental Cooperation of North America and 
      the Marine Conservation Biology Institute; Montreal, Canada; February 
      2005.  Available online at 

      http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1756
      The Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) is an international 
      organization created by Canada, Mexico, and the United States of America 
      under the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC).  
      The CEC was established to address regional environmental concerns, help 
      prevent potential trade and environmental conflicts, and to promote the 
      effective enforcement of environmental law.  The Agreement complements the 
      environmental provisions of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
      (NAFTA).  Further information on the CEC is available from 

      http://www.cec.org/ or from 

      >Commission for Environmental Cooperation

      >393, rue St-Jacques Ouest

      >Bureau 200

      >Montréal (Québec)

      >H2Y 1N9 Canada

      >

      >Telephone: 1 514 350 4300

      >Facsimile: 1 514 350 4314

      >Electronic mail: info@cec.org
      >

      The Marine Conservation Biology Institute (MCBI) is a nonprofit, tax-
      exempt scientific and conservation advocacy organization founded in 1996. 

      MCBI focuses its activities on promoting cooperation essential to 
      protecting and restoring the Earth's biological integrity, and advancing 
      the new science of marine conservation biology.  It works to protect and 
      restore marine life on the West Coast, around the United States, and 
      beyond by encouraging research and training in marine conservation 
      biology, bringing scientists together to examine crucial marine 
      conservation issues, doing policy research to frame the marine 
      conservation agenda, conducting outreach to educate scientists, the public 
      and decision makers on key issues, and building partnerships to solve 
      problems affecting marine life and people.  Further information on the 

      MCBI is available from http://www.mcbi.org/ or from

      >Marine Conservation Biology Institute

      >2122 112th Ave NE
      >Suite B-300
      >Bellevue WA 98004
      >USA

      >

      >Telephone: 1 425 274 1180
      >Facsimile: 1 425 274 1183
      >Electronic mail: mcbiweb@mcbi.org
      >
  Time_Period_of_Content: 

    Time_Period_Information: 

      Single_Date/Time: 

        Calendar_Date: 2005
    Currentness_Reference: Ground condition
  Status: 

    Progress: Complete 

    Maintenance_and_Update_Frequency: Irregular
  Spatial_Domain: 

    Bounding_Coordinates: 

      West_Bounding_Coordinate: -180

      East_Bounding_Coordinate: -104 

      North_Bounding_Coordinate: 63 

      South_Bounding_Coordinate: 20 
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    Theme: 

      Theme_Keyword_Thesaurus: ISO 19115 Topic Category 

      Theme_Keyword: environment
      Theme_Keyword: oceans
    Theme:

      Theme_Keyword_Thesaurus: GCMD science keywords
      Theme_Keyword: Biosphere > Aquatic Ecosystems > Benthic Habitat  
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    Theme:
      Theme_Keyword_Thesaurus: None 
      Theme_Keyword: Conservation 
      Theme_Keyword: Biodiversity
      Theme_Keyword: Ecosystems
      Theme_Keyword: Marine ecoregions 
    Place:

      Place_Keyword_Thesaurus: None
      Place_Keyword: Mid-latitude

      Place_Keyword: Western Hemisphere

      Place_Keyword: Northern Hemisphere

      Place_Keyword: North America

      Place_Keyword: NAFTA

      Place_Keyword: North America Free Trade Agreement

      Place_Keyword: Canada

      Place_Keyword: Mexico

      Place_Keyword: United States

  Access_Constraints: None
  Use_Constraints: 

    None.  Acknowledgement of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation and 

    (or) the Marine Conservation Biology Institute would be appreciated in 
    products derived from these data.

  Point_of_Contact:

    Contact_Information:

      Contact_Organization_Primary:

        Contact_Organization: Commission for Environmental Cooperation

      Contact_Address:

        Address_Type: Mailing and physical address

        Address: 393, rue St-Jacques Ouest, Bureau 200

        City: Montreal

        State_or_Province: Quebec

        Postal_Code: H2Y 1N9

        Country: Canada

      Contact_Voice_Telephone: 1 514 350 4300

      Contact_Facsimile_Telephone: 1 514 350 4314
      Contact_Electronic_Mail_Address: info@cec.org
  Point_of_Contact:
    Contact_Information:

      Contact_Organization_Primary:

        Contact_Organization: Marine Conservation Biology Institute 
      Contact_Address:

        Address_Type: Mailing and physical address
        Address: 2122 112th Ave NE
        Address: Suite B-300
        City: Bellevue 
        State_or_Province: Washington

        Postal_Code: 98004

        Country: USA

      Contact_Voice_Telephone: 1 425 274 1180
      Contact_Facsimile_Telephone: 1 425 274 1183
      Contact_Electronic_Mail_Address: mcbiweb@mcbi.org
Data_Quality_Information:

  Attribute_Accuracy:

    Attribute_Accuracy_Report: 

      Attributes and values were reviewed manually.  No additional tests for 

      attribute accuracy were performed on this data set.

  Logical_Consistency_Report: 

    No tests for logical consistency have been performed on this data set.
  Completeness_Report:

    This data set includes all identified Priority Conservation Areas in the 
    Baja-to-Bering region.  The areas were identified and delimited at an 
    experts’ workshop held in Burnaby, BC, Canada in April 2003, and represent 
    the best consensus of the participating individuals.  
  Lineage:
    Process_Step:

      Process_Description:
        In April 2003, representatives of Canada, Mexico, and the United States 
        of America met in Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada, to map North 
        American Priority Conservation Areas.  Prior to the meeting, a 

        geographic information system was assembled containing physical, 
        biological and social data sets for the region.  Data analyses of sea 
        floor complexity, sea surface temperature frontal density, sea surface 
        height, and primary productivity were also conducted.  The data and 
        analyses were presented at the April 2003 workshop, where they were 

        combined with expert analysis to identify Priority Conservation Areas.  

        Further information on the methodology used to identify these Priority 

        Conservation Areas and detailed descriptions of each area can be found 

        in Morgan, Lance, Sara Maxwell, Fan Tsao, Tara A.C. Wilkinson, and Peter
        Etnoyer; Marine Priority Conservation Areas: Baja California to the 
        Bering Sea; Commission for Environmental Cooperation of North America 
        and the Marine Conservation Biology Institute; Montreal, Canada; 

        February 2005.  Available online at 

        http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1756
      Process_Date: 2003
Spatial_Data_Organization_Information: 

  Direct_Spatial_Reference_Method: Vector 

  Point_and_Vector_Object_Information: 
    SDTS_Terms_Description: 

      SDTS_Point_and_Vector_Object_Type: G-polygon 

      Point_and_Vector_Object_Count: 40 
Spatial_Reference_Information: 

  Horizontal_Coordinate_System_Definition: 

    Planar: 

      Map_Projection: 

        Map_Projection_Name: Lambert Azimuthal Equal Area 

        Lambert_Azimuthal_Equal_Area: 

          Longitude_of_Projection_Center: -100.000000 

          Latitude_of_Projection_Center: 45.000000 

          False_Easting: 0.000000 

          False_Northing: 0.000000 

      Planar_Coordinate_Information: 

        Planar_Coordinate_Encoding_Method: Coordinate pair 

        Coordinate_Representation: 

          Abscissa_Resolution: 0.016384 

          Ordinate_Resolution: 0.016384 

        Planar_Distance_Units: Meters 

    Geodetic_Model: 

      Horizontal_Datum_Name: D_Sphere_ARC_INFO 

      Ellipsoid_Name: Sphere_ARC_INFO 

      Semi-major_Axis: 6370997.000000 

      Denominator_of_Flattening_Ratio: 1.0
Entity_and_Attribute_Information: 

  Detailed_Description: 

    Entity_Type: 
      Entity_Type_Label: Priority conservation area
      Entity_Type_Definition: 
        A critically important area of biodiversity and continental uniqueness 

        under threat from human activities.
      Entity_Type_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Shape 

      Attribute_Definition: The representation of the entity in the data. 

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation  

      Attribute_Domain_Values: 

        Enumerated_Domain: 
          Enumerated_Domain_Value: Polygon

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: A 2-dimensional element

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: ESRI GIS software

     Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Fid_northa 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: -1
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: ???
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 
            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
     Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Uident 
      Attribute_Definition: ???.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 0
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: ???
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 
            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Fid_pca_cl 
      Attribute_Definition: ???.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Range_Domain:

          Range_Domain_Minimum: 0
          Range_Domain_Maximum: 39
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Name_g1 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: <blank>

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            The value is unknown.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Score_g1 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 0
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            The value is unknown.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Descrip_g1 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: <blank>

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            The value is unknown.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Name_g2 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: <blank>, plus a few names
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            The value is unknown.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Score_g2 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: 0, 1
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            The value is unknown.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Descrip_g2 

      Attribute_Definition: ???.

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Enumerated_Domain:

          Enumerated_Domain_Value: <blank>, plus odd entries
          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition: 

            The value is unknown.

          Enumerated_Domain_Value_Definition_Source: 

            Commission for Environmental Cooperation 


     Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Hectares 

      Attribute_Definition: 
        The size of the priority conservation area, in hectares.

      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Range_Domain:

          Range_Domain_Minimum: xxx
          Range_Domain_Maximum: yyy
    Attribute: 

      Attribute_Label: Pca_name 
      Attribute_Definition: The name of the priority conservation area.
      Attribute_Definition_Source: Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

      Attribute_Domain_Values:

        Codeset_Domain:

          Codeset_Name: 

            Marine Priority Conservation Areas: Baja California to the 

            Bering Sea, 

            http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1756
          Codeset_Source: 
            Commission for Environmental Cooperation and the Marine Conservation 
            Biology Institute
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  Distributor:
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      Contact_Organization_Primary:

        Contact_Organization: Commission for Environmental Cooperation

      Contact_Address:

        Address_Type: Mailing and physical address
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        City: Montreal
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      Contact_Voice_Telephone: 1 514 350 4300

      Contact_Facsimile_Telephone: 1 514 350 4314
      Contact_Electronic_Mail_Address: info@cec.org
  Distribution_Liability: 
    Although these data have been processed successfully on a computer system at 
    the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, no warranty expressed or 
    implied is made by the CEC regarding the utility of the data on any other 
    system, nor shall the act of distribution constitute any such warranty.  No 
    responsibility is assumed by CEC in the use of these data.
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